Township of Washington 

Council Meeting 
February 11, 2009
Washington Township Municipal Building

7:00 P.M

Council Vice President called the meeting to order. He asked everyone to stand for the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  

Council Vice President Frattali delivered the Sunshine Law and the awareness for the town.  
Roll Call: Mr. Timmons- present, Mrs. Frattali- present, Mr. Newman-present, Mr. MacDowell – present, Mrs. Martin – absent, Mr. Chell- present, Mrs. Breslin- present, Mayor Lyons- present, Mrs. Bileci- present. 
Ordinance #2-2009: an ordinance amending the washington township employee policies and procedures manual and to include a policy for medical coverage for non union employees
Public Hearing

Mr. Chell read Ordinance.

Motion to Open:
Mr. MacDowell, 2nd Mr. Newman


All in favor

Mr. Grosso

Mr. Grosso asked for clarification on the Ordinance.  Mrs. Breslin explained the Ordinance.
Motion to Close:
Mr. MacDowell, 2nd Mr. Newman
All in favor

Motion to Move Ordinance #2-2009:

Mr. Newman, 2nd Mr. Timmons
Roll Call 4 yes votes
Ordinance #3-2009: ordinance authorizing the acceptance of a conservation easement from 461 routE 168, llc, block 216, lot 12

Public Hearing 

Mr. Chell read and explained Ordinance.

Motion to Open:
Mr. MacDowell, 2nd Mr. Newman
All in favor

Motion to Close:
Mr. MacDowell, 2nd Mr. Timmons
All in favor

Motion to Move Ordinance #3-2009:

Mr. Timmons, 2nd Mr. Newman
Roll Call 4 yes votes

Ordinance #4-2009: ordinance authorizing the acceptance of a conservation easement from otto holdings, llc, block 113, lot 1 and 2

Public Hearing 

Mr. Chell read and explained Ordinance.

Motion to Open:
Mr. MacDowell, 2nd Mr. Newman
All in favor

Motion to Close:
Mr. Newman, 2nd Mr. MacDowell
All in favor

Motion to Move Ordinance #4-2009:

Mr. Newman, 2nd Mr. MacDowell
Roll Call 4 yes votes

Ordinance #6-2009: an ordinance of the township of washington accepting the dedication of various streets in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:67-1

First Reading
Mr. Chell read and explained Ordinance.
Motion to Move Ordinance #6-2009:

Mr. Timmons, 2nd Mr. MacDowell
Roll Call 4 yes votes

Resolution #36-2009: authorizing mayor to execute an agreement between the new jersey housing and mortgage finance agency and washington township for the live where you work program

Mr. Chell read Resolution.

Motion to Move Resolution #36-2009:
Mr. Newman, 2nd Mr. MacDowell
Roll Call 4 yes votes

Resolution #37-2009: authorizing tax assessor and township solicitor to execute a stipulation of settlement of tax appeal filed by new season
Mr. Chell read Resolution.

Motion to Move Resolution #37-2009:
Mr. Newman, 2nd Mr. MacDowell.
Mayor Lyons clarified that Council was advised to meet with Tax Assessor to discuss this settlement.

Roll Call 4 yes votes

Resolution #38-2009: authorizing mayor to execute a settlement agreement with chapel heights development corp.

Mr. Chell read Resolution.  Mr. Newman recused himself.  Mayor Lyons asked for all the information to please be filled in the settlement.
Motion to Move Resolution #38-2009:
Mr. Timmons, 2nd Mr. MacDowell
Roll Call 3 yes votes

Resolution #39-2009: resolution authorizing transfers between 2008 appropriations reserves
Mr. Chell read Resolution.

Motion to Move Resolution #39-2009:
Mr. MacDowell, 2nd Mr. Newman

Roll Call 4 yes votes 

Resolution #40-2009: resolution authorizing the purchase of a police vehicle waiver pursuant to the attorney general’s grant of a waiver
Mr. Chell read Resolution.

Motion to Move Resolution #40-2009: 
Mr. Timmons, 2nd Mr. MacDowell
Roll Call 4 yes votes

Resolution #41-2009: resolution authorizing mayor to execute utility easement agreement with Atlantic City Electric Company

Mr. Chell read Resolution.
Motion to Move Resolution #41-2009:
Mr. Newman, 2nd Mr. MacDowell
Roll Call 4 yes votes 

Resolution #42-2009: a resolution authorizing the township council to enter into closed session
Mr. Chell read Resolution.

Motion to Move Resolution #42-2009:
Mr. MacDowell, 2nd Mr. Newman
Roll Call 4 yes votes

BILL LIST #1 WITH addendum 1 & 2
Motion to Move:
Mr. Timmons, 2nd Mr. Newman
Roll Call 4 yes votes
REPORTS

Mr. MacDowell stated he attended the MUA meeting.

Mrs. Breslin stated she and the auditor looked at refinancing the Township debt however at this time it would produce a negative savings.

Mayor Lyons stated the Township is looking to consolidate buildings.  He stated the Township is looking at doing this for convenience and cost savings.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Motion to Open:
Mr. Timmons, 2nd Mr. Newman

All in favor

Ron Steranko 
Mr. Steranko asked the status of the Township accepting the streets in Severan.  Mr. Chell explained that the Township was waiting for a recommendation from the Engineer.  Mayor Lyons asked for it to be put on the agenda and the Engineer to be contacted and informed the manner is on the next agenda.  Mr. Steranko asked for this to please be done.  

Mr. Grosso 

Mr. Grosso asked for clarification on Resolution #36-2009.  Mr. Chell explained the Resolution.  Mr. Grosso stated he does not agree with this resolution.  Mayor Lyons explained this is an existing program.  He feels that since the program is offered the Township should participation in it.  Mr. Grosso asked the Council to give residents a discount if they pay their taxes early.  Mayor Lyons explained there are many disadvantages to doing that.  Mayor Lyons stated at this time the Township does not feel that would be the correct form of action for the Township.  Mr. Frattali explained to Mr. Grosso that the ABED Board is implementing changes.  
Mr. Bailey 

Mr. Bailey expressed his concern with Sawyer’s Creek.  Mr. Bailey does not believe that Remington & Vernick’s reports are correct.  He believes the Township should have taken over the streets.  He feels that now that the Township took over the streets there are still outstanding items they will not get done by the developer.  Mr. Chell stated that he did receive the file from Mr. Eastlack.  He stated the Township did authorize for suit.  He explained this matter is in litigation.  Mr. Bailey expressed concern about Remington & Vernick.  Mayor Lyons stated Remington & Vernick reports to the Township not the developer.  Mr. Bailey asked how long until this matter is complete.  Mayor Lyons explained there is no time frame when an item is in litigation, so he would not be able to give him an answer.  Mr. Bailey asked what the next step is.  Mayor Lyons and Mr. Chell explained the Township will be proceeding with litigation against the developer.  
Mr. Altamuro     
Mr. Altamuro complemented the council on a quick meeting.
Motion to Close:
Mr. Timmons, 2nd Mr. MacDowell

All in favor

Motion to go into Closed Session:
Mr. Timmons, 2nd Mr. MacDowell
All in favor

Motion to come out of Closed Session:
Mr. MacDowell, 2nd Mr. Newman
Motion to adjourn:
Mr. Timmons, 2nd Mr. Newman
All in favor

Respectfully Submitted,
Jennica Bileci, Township Clerk 

