Township of Washington 

Council Meeting 
February 25, 2009
Washington Township Municipal Building

7:00 P.M

Council President called the meeting to order. She asked everyone to stand for the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  

Council President Martin delivered the Sunshine Law and the awareness for the town and video notice.  
Roll Call: Mr. Timmons- absent, Mr. Frattali- present, Mr. Newman-present, Mr. MacDowell – present, Mrs. Martin – present, Mr. Chell- present, Mrs. Breslin- absent, Mayor Lyons- present, Mrs. Bileci- present. 
PROCLAMATION

Mayor Lyons presented Frank Battaglia with a proclamation for saving a fellow student from choking by performing the Heimlich. 

BUDGET PRESENTATION 
Public Work’s Director Nick Pileggi said that he believes there are areas in the Public Works Budget which can be reduced.  Mr. Pileggi explained the Township is closing the Park earlier in the winter to save on overtime for Park Rangers.  He believes reducing the Park Rangers overtime hours will save $75,000 to $90,000.  Mr. Pileggi explained there is also a savings in the snow fund.  Mr. Pileggi explained they will be reducing their tipping fees.  Mr. Pileggi stated he will be monitoring overtime for public works.    
Ordinance #6-2009: an ordinance of the township of washington accepting the dedication of various streets in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:67-1
Public Hearing

Mr. Chell read Ordinance.

Motion to Open:
Mr. Frattali, 2nd Mr. MacDowell

All in Favor

Motion to Close:
Mr. Frattali, 2nd Mr. Newman

All in Favor

Motion to Move Ordinance #6-2009:

Mr. Frattali, 2nd Mr. Newman

Roll Call 4 yes votes

Ordinance #7-2009: an ordinance of the township of washington accepting the dedication of various streets in accordance with N.j.s.a 40:67-1
First Reading

Mr. Chell read Ordinance.

Motion to Move Ordinance #7-2009:

Mr. Newman, 2nd Mr. MacDowell

Roll Call 4 yes votes 

Ordinance #8-2009: ordinance authorizing the acceptance of open space from david and Eileen Murphy, block 195.12, lot 4.17
First Reading

Mr. Chell read Ordinance.

Motion to Move Ordinance #8-2009:

Mr. Newman, 2nd Mr. Frattali

Roll Call 4 yes votes 

Ordinance #9-2009: ordinance amending a chapter of the code of the township of washington, chapter 80 – fees
First Reading

Mr. Chell read Ordinance.

Motion to Move Ordinance #9-2009:

Mr. Frattali, 2nd Mr. MacDowell

Roll Call 4 yes votes 

Ordinance #10-2009: ordinance amending a chapter of the code of the township of washington, chapter 47 – charities – charitable clothing bins
First Reading

Mr. Chell read Ordinance.  Mayor Lyons stated that he requested this change.  
Motion to Move Ordinance #9-2009:

Mr. Newman, 2nd Mr. MacDowell

Roll Call 4 yes votes 

Resolution #44-2009: appointing director of community development/construction code official 
Mr. Chell read Resolution.  Mayor Lyons recommendation is that John G. DiStefano be appointed.
Motion to Move Resolution #44-2009 with the Mayor’s recommendation:
Mr. MacDowell, 2nd Mr. Frattali
Roll Call 4 yes votes 

Resolution #45-2009: approving and authorizing a municipal lien in the amount of $3,849.00 on real property, located at block 82.42, lot 8 of the official map of the township of washington, for maintenance work performed by the township of washington, for maintenance work performed by the township of washington 

Mr. Chell read Resolution.

Motion to Move Resolution #45-2009:
Mr. Newman, 2nd Mr. MacDowell

Roll Call 4 yes votes


Resolution #46-2009: resolution in support of senate bill 2356 – county property tax assessment reform act

Mr. Chell read and explained Resolution.

Motion to Move Resolution #46-2009:
Mr. Frattali, 2nd Mr. MacDowell

Roll Call 4 yes votes 

Resolution #47-2009: resolution authorizing tax refunds
Mr. Newman recused himself.  Mr. Chell read Resolution.

Motion to Move Resolution #47-2009:
Mr. Frattali, 2nd Mr. MacDowell

Roll Call 3 yes votes
Resolution #48-2009: resolution approving the release of the performance bond of chapel heights development group llc, and maintenance bond waiver block 80.11, lot 9, (windy acres drive)
Mr. Newman recused himself.  Mr. Chell read Resolution.

Motion to Move Resolution #48-2009:
Mr. MacDowell, 2nd Mr. Frattali

Roll Call 3 yes votes

Resolution #49-2009: resolution authorizing transfers between 2008 appropriations reserves 
Mr. Chell read Resolution.

Motion to Move Resolution #49-2009:
Mr. MacDowell, 2nd Mr. Newman

Roll Call 4 yes votes

Resolution #50-2009: resolution awarding contract for electrical improvements to the softball building 

Mr. Chell read Resolution.

Motion to Move Resolution #50-2009:
Mr. Frattali, 2nd Mr. Newman

Roll Call 4 yes votes 

Resolution #51-2009: resolution authorizing the mayor to send a notice of cancellation of the contract between eirc and the township of washington for purchase of property known as block 52, lot 1.15
Mr. Chell read Resolution.

Motion to Move Resolution #51-2009:
Mr. Newman, 2nd Mr. MacDowell

Roll Call 4 yes votes 

Resolution #52-2009: resolution authorizing the advertisement for sale by sealed bid of a plenary retail consumption license
Mr. Chell read Resolution.  Council and the Mayor discussed what they felt was the appropriate minimum bid would be for the consumption license.   

Motion to set minimum bid for $550,000, Mr. MacDowell, 2nd Mr. Frattali

Roll Call 4 yes votes 

Resolution #53-2009: a resolution authorizing the township council to enter into closed session
Mr. Chell read Resolution.

Motion to Move Resolution #53-2009: 
Mr. Frattali, 2nd Mr. Newman

Roll Call 4 yes votes

BILL LIST #1 WITH ADDENDUM

Motion to Move:
Mr. Frattali, 2nd Mr. Newman

Roll Call 4 yes votes

BILL LIST #2

Motion to Move:
Mr. Frattali, 2nd Mr. Newman

Roll Call 4 yes votes 

REPORTS

Mr. Newman stated the Library is having Meet the Authors on April 16, 2009 6:30 to 9:30 at the Senior Center.
Mr. MacDowell explained the MUA board approved 2 resolutions at their last meeting.  He also explained they awarded a contract to Remington and Vernick for 2 years not to exceed $50,000.

Mr. Frattali explained the Economic Development Board had its first meeting.  He feels the chairperson is going to be a great asset to the board.  Mr. Frattali stated that PUD Zones have been repealed years ago but we still have them.  The Mayor stated that he would like us to change the PUD Zones as soon as possible.  Township Engineer stated they will work on this.  The Mayor asked for a time frame.  The Township Engineer said about 2 months.  Zoning Officer explained the problem with PUD Zones.  
Mrs. Martin stated that Earth Day is April 18, 2009 from 10 to 3 at Washington Lake Park.  Mrs. Martin stated the Fire Budget did not pass.  

Mayor Lyons asked Public Works Director if the fields will be ready on time.  Mr. Campbell stated we are on schedule.  The Mayor stated he does have Mayor hours from 5pm to 7pm on Thursdays.  
Mrs. Martin stated the free rabies clinic is Saturday, March 7, 2009 from 1 to 2:30 at the Public Works Garage.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Motion to Open:
Mr. Frattali, 2nd Mr. Newman
All in favor

Mr. D’Orazio 

Mr. D’Orazio expressed that he had a problem in the past with Construction Official, Tom Krwawecz.  He stated he is happy to see that a new Construction Official was appointed.  However, he is upset that he was not notified if disciplinary action was taken against Tom.  Mrs. Martin explained an employee’s rights do not allow them to inform him.  
Mr. Grosso 

Mr. Grosso expressed his concern with tax abatement.  Mr. Grosso inquired about the Economic Development Board.  Mr. Frattali explained they have made changes to the Economic Development Board.  
Mr. Kerr

Mr. Kerr expressed that he hopes the Township eventually gets a new library.  Mayor Lyons explained there are multiple factors that have to be considered and are being researched.  
Jim and Nora Ashmen

Mr. Ashmen stated he wanted to know if Dare Lane is a public or private road.  Mr. Ashmen stated they do not mind taking care of the road as long as it is a private road, however, if it is public road he believes it should be paved.  Mr. Ashmen explained there are drainage issues.  Mr. Ashmen explained he has had problems with a neighbor.  He explains the neighbor has the easement marked private.  He explained they also have a problem with kids coming back on the road.  
Dare Lane Resident

She explained that there is a private easement for the residents to use to get to their homes.  She explained that there have been some problems since a new resident moved in back in 2005.  She explained that the park rangers are telling her she can’t use the road.  The Mayor stated that he will be looking into the issue.
Mr. Whitenberg

Mr. Whitenberg stated his family received a notice notifying them to remove their boat from their property.  He feels that this issue is not being addressed for other residents.  The Mayor stated that he gets a weekly report from the Zoning Officer and he can assure him that this issue is being enforced around the Township.  Mayor Lyons stated the Zoning Officer cannot exempt certain people from the Ordinance.  The Mayor stated the boat will have to be storage in store in a storage facility.    
Motion to Close:
Mr. Frattali, 2nd Mr. Newman
All in favor

Motion to go into Close Session:
Mr. Frattali, 2nd Mr. Newman

All in favor

Motion to come out of Closed Session:
Mr. Frattali, 2nd Mr. Newman

All in favor

Motion to adjourn:
Mr. Frattali, 2nd Mr. MacDowell

All in favor

Respectfully Submitted,
Jennica Bileci, Township Clerk 

