                    WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP PLANNING BOARD
                                                April 21, 2009 Minutes
A regular/work session meeting of the Washington Township Planning Board was called to order by Mr. Boyer at 7:12 p.m. The Open Public Meetings Act Statement was read, followed by salute to the flag.
Roll call was taken as follows:

PRESENT:  Mayor Lyons, John Boyer, Frank Campbell, Hosea Johnson, Thomas Sparacio, Walt Mc Connell, Mr. Winstead and Mr. D’Ariano
ABSENT:  Mrs. Martin, Mr. McPoyle and Mr. Mastrogiovanni
STAFF PRESENT:  Diana Tutolo, Secretary; Jeff Daniels, Solicitor; Jon Bryson, Eng.; Rich Fini, Environmental Eng. and Jay Petrongolo, Planner
Mr. Daniels swore in Professionals. 
APPLICATIONS:
1.  P.A.H. Realty 
     654 Delsea Drive

     56/8

     Preliminary & Final Major Site Plan

Mr. Daniels noted that he reviewed the notices sent out by the applicant and they conform to requirements of Municipal Land Use Law.

Mr. D’Ariano recused himself due to a conflict of interest.
Gary Civalier the applicant’s Engineer explained that the applicant is proposing a 685 sq. ft. addition to the existing Pitman Animal Hospital.  This is a major site plan.  The applicant is asking for a variance for the sidewalk requirement as per the Delsea Drive Redevelopment Plan.  They are asking to escrow money to be held in abeyance.  Mr. Civalier explained that they thought being the only building with sidewalks would look out of place.  The applicant is asking for a waiver for the lighting requirements of the Delsea Drive Redevelopment Plan.  Mr. Civalier noted 

that the site has substantial lighting for the parking lot and the frontage of the property.

Mr. Civalier explained the reason for a major site plan as opposed to a minor.  The existing stormwater system has a pipe that runs directly in line with the proposed addition. The pipe has to be realigned around the structure.  As per the Township ordinance, the requirement states if you alter a drainage structure or a drainage facility it becomes a major site plan.
Mr. Daniels swore in Mr. Civalier and Dr. Harris.

Dr. Robert Harris, owner of the Pitman Animal Hospital explained to the board the reasons for the proposed addition.  The addition is to provide better services and space to his clients.  The space is needed to perform services such as; acupuncture ultrasound and privacy for euthanasia.
PROFESSIONALS: 
Mr. Petrongolo addressed his 3/19/09 review letter.  He said he had the opportunity to discuss his letter with the applicant’s professionals.  Mr. Petrongolo and the Board had no objection granting the requested waivers.  Mr. Petrongolo noted that he no objection to granting the rear yard setback variance.  There will be no negative impact to adjacent properties.  Mr. Petrongolo stated that there is ADA access on site, but that it is difficult to read on the plans.  The applicant agreed to revise the plans accordingly.  Plant materials to be used are not poisonous as per Dr. Harris.  The applicant requested variances for both.  The Pitman Animal Hospital was approved two years ago in accordance with ordinances standards at that time. Therefore, Mr. Petrongolo had no objection to granting these variances.  Mr. Petrongolo stated that this project should not have a negative impact to the area or adjacent properties.
Mr. Sparacio asked Mr. Petrongolo about the money for the sidewalks.  Mr. Petrongolo explained that the applicant would post money in an escrow account and it would have to be approved by Council. As to when sidewalks would be installed, the Board agreed that the resolution would be specific to either when an adjacent property or Dr. Harris may expand or further develop their site. 
Mr. Bryson addressed his 3/25/09 review letter.  As discussed at the work session, Mr. Bryson noted that waivers he listed were granted in the applicant’s previous site plan approval. He did not believe it was necessary to revisit them with this application. Mr. Bryson recommended a minor revision to the inverts of the storm system.  He will work this out with the applicant’s Engineer.

A motion was made by Mayor Lyons and 2nd by Mr. Sparacio to open to the public.  No one in the public wished to comment.  A motion was made by Mr. McConnell and 2nd   by Mr. Sparacio to close to the public.

Mr. Boyer entertained a motion for preliminary and final site plan approval with variances, waivers and conditions.  A motion was made by Mr. Sparacio and 2nd by Mr. Campbell.
Roll call was taken as follows:  
In favor:  Mr. Sparacio, Mr. Campbell, Mr. Johnson, Mr. McConnell, Mayor Lyons, Mr. Boyer and Mr. Winstead

Opposed: none
Abstained:  Mr. D’Ariano

Application approved:  (7-0)
Mr. D’Ariano returned.

RESOLUTIONS: 
No. 09-18  RESOLUTION OF THE WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP PLANNING BOARD GRANTING PRELIMINARY AND FINAL SITE PLAN APPROVAL WITH VARAINCES AND WAIVERS FOR THE APPLICANT, REPUBLIC FIRST  BANK
A motion was made by Mr. Johnson and 2nd by Mr. McConnell to approve Res. #09-18.

Roll was taken as follows:

In favor:  Mr. Johnson, Mr. McConnell, Mr. Sparacio, Mr. Boyer and Mr. Winstead
Opposed:   none

Abstained: none

Res. 09-18 Approved (5-0)
.
MINUTES:

A motion was made by Mr. Campbell and 2nd by Mr. Sparacio to approve a series of the minutes from 11/6/08, 11/12/08, 12/2/08 and 12/16/08. Corrections will be made to minutes based on comments from the members voting. All eligible members voted in favor of the 11/6/08, 11/12/08, 12/6/08 and 12/16/08 minutes.

The 5/5/09 meeting was struck from the schedule as there are no applications scheduled.  

A motion was made by Mayor Lyons and 2nd by Mr. Sparacio to strike the 5/5/09 meeting.  All in favor
Open Meeting to the Public:

A motion was made by Mr. Sparacio and 2nd by Mr. D’Ariano to open to the public. No one in the public wished to comment.

Close Meeting to the Public:

A motion was made by Mr. D’Ariano and 2nd by Mr. Sparacio to close to the public.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

A motion was made by Mayor Lyons and 2nd by Mr. Sparacio to go into Executive Session.  All in favor
A motion was made by Mr. Sparacio and 2nd by Mr. D’Ariano to come out of Executive Session.  All in favor

Mr. Daniels explained that there are two outstanding lawsuits.  The terms of both were discussed.
ADJOURNMENT:
A motion was made by Mr. Sparacio and 2nd Mr. Winstead. All in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.
These minutes are a brief summary of the proceedings that took place during the Washington Planning Board meeting held April 21, 2009 and should not be taken as verbatim testimony.
Respectfully submitted,
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