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WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Regular  Meeting of February 9,, 2009
The Washington Township Zoning Board of Adjustment Meeting was called to order at 6:07 PM by the Chairman, Mr. Hatala.
SUNSHINE LAW
1) Flag Salute
2) Sunshine Law
a) This is the regularly scheduled meeting of the Washington Township Zoning Board of Adjustment Meeting. Notice of this meeting was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act in the Annual Notice of Meetings. In addition, notice of this meeting was given to the Township Clerk.
3) Roll Call
a) Voting Members:
Mr. Cianci - Present
Mr. D’Orazio - Absent
Mr. Garnes- Present
Mr. Hatala - Present
Mr. Imperato - Present
Mr. Powers - Present
Mr. Sauter - Present
Alternate Members:
Ms. Ebbinger - Present


Mr. Mello - Present
4) Swearing in of Professionals
5) Applications:
a) Astro Outdoor advertising, Inc., 449 Delsea Drive, 45/2, Escrow #871, Signage.  Mr. Doug Long represented the applicant who is seeking a use variance for construction of a billboard on the property in the corridor area of the Delsea Drive Redevelopment Zone.  Mr. Chris Painter of Astro Outdoor Advertising located at 230 East High Street in Glassboro.  Mr. Long requested the Board to recognize Mr. Painter as an “expert”.  Mr. Cianci made the motion and 2nd by Mr. Garnes to recognize Mr. Painter as an expert.  Roll call: Cianci, Garnes, Powers, Sauter and Ebbinger vote in favor; Imperato and Hatala voted against.  Motion carried.  The testimony proceeded to have a 34 foot tall billboard be erected on this site.  Mr. Petrongolo asked about wetland delineations and Mr. Long said that he only stated the property was wet.  Mr. Hatala asked if there would be a building on lot 2 and was answered there would only be the sign.  Mr. Hatala then inquired if the setback would be 15’ and the response was yes and would make it a condition of the approval if granted.  Mr. Cianci asked that since it is a state road was the DOT contacted.  Mr. Painter testified he had their approval.  Mr. Long stated that the zoning ordinance is unconstitutional to prohibit billboards.  Mr. Painter stated sign would not be LED or changeable copy.  Mr. Joseph Petrongolo stated the applicant has the burden of demonstrating “Special Reasons” and demonstrating that the relief can be granted without detriment to the public good and will not impair the intent and purpose of the zone plan and the negative criteria.  He stated that the code prohibits any sign located off the property which it advertises is also prohibited.  He asked about the surrounding properties especially the property also owned by the applicant.  Mr. Petrongolo inquired as to the mitigating factors for the use variance.  He requested details such as wetlands and topography for the site.  Without this information it is not possible for him to make a recommendation to the Board.  No other reports were submitted by any other professionals.  The meeting was opened to the public.  Mr. Steve Ciemny was sworn in and testified that he is a relative of Mr. Nicholas Bozine owner of the property at 445 Delsea Drive.  Mr. Bozine could not be present but wanted his objections noted for the record.  Mr. Long objected to this testimony.  No other participation and therefore the meeting was closed to the public.  Mr. Long summarized by stating he believed he met the burden of proof for this application.  A motion to grant the use variance was made by Mr. Cianci/2nd by Mr. Garnes with the testified conditions of no LED and minimum 15’ from the ROW.  Roll Call:  Mr. Cianci, Garnes, Ms. Ebbinger voted in favor.  Mr. Imperato, Powers, Sauter and Hatala voted against.  Application denied.  MLUL states must have an affirmative vote by 5 members.
6)  Open Meeting to the Public:
a) Mr. Hatala made motion to open /2nd Mr. Imperato.  All in favor

b) No participation

c) Mr. Hatala made motion to close/2nd Mr. Imperato.  All in favor.
7) Approval of Minutes:  
a) December 2008 – Mr. Imperato made motion to approve/2nd Mr. Imperato.  All in favor.
b) January 2009 - Mr. Imperato made motion to approve/2nd Mr. Imperato.  All in favor.
8) Old Business:  
9) New Business:  Annual Report
a) Discussion about Annual Report to Council – Board was appreciative that their request for someone from Zoning be present to answer questions regarding the code.  Previous administration refused this request.
b) PUD (Planned Urban Development) Zone – This zone classification was repealed several years ago but properties with this designation were never reclassified.  There are no real standards and especially for  commercial uses this is a problem.  The Neighborhood Commercial standards would probably be the best fit.  We especially need to know what uses can be in this zone.  Planning Board has discussed this but has not taken action.  
10) Resolutions:
a) R15-09 – Authorizing Report to Council – Motion by Mr. Imperato/2nd Mr. Hatala.  Roll Call:  All in favor
11) Adjourn:
a) Motion to adjourn at 7:16 PM, by Mr. Hatala /2nd Mr. Imperato.  Roll Call:  All in favor.
These minutes are a brief summary of the proceedings that took place on 2/9/2009 and should not be taken as verbatim testimony.
Respectfully submitted,
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Zoning Board of Adjustment Secretary
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