WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP PARKS & RECREATION

SPORTS ADVISORY BOARD

Minutes of July 1, 2009 Meeting

The meeting was called to order by President, Charlie Muracco, at 7:07 p.m. at the Washington Township Municipal Building.

The Pledge of Allegiance to the United State of America was recited.

Those in attendance:

            SAB Members:  Charlie Muracco, President

                                       Rich Silvesti, Vice President

                                       Lisa Collins

                                       Mike Mullin

                                       Frank Ragozzino

            Sports Board Members:  Baseball – Greg Lomax

                                                    Basketball – Greg Fath

                                                    Cheerleading – Toni Williamson

                                                    Football – Charlie Doud, Paul Heston, John McGrath

                                                    Lacrosse – Lee Robledo

                                                    Soccer – John Daly

                                                    Softball – Jim Quinn

                                                    Track and Field – Rock Siravo

                                                    Wrestling – Scott Johnson

            Others in attendance:  Debbie Gelston and Randy Stover – Basketball

Approval of minutes:  As both Frank and Mike were not at the June meeting, the approval of the minutes will be tabled until the August meeting.

BASEBALL:  

-There will be an 8 year old travel team next year.

-The board has a proposal to allow 14U and 15U players that are involved in an alternate organization to play in their program. The American Legion program offers top level competition. AAU has lower levels of competition and is known as a money making organization.  The Youth Sports Policy needs to be revamped to allow boards to make their own decisions on whether a child can play for two (2) organizations at the same time.

-Intramural season is over. District Travel Teams begin after the 4th.  

-Financial report to be submitted the end of August.

BASKETBALL:

-Registration fee increase requested.  The Trust Fund account is going down.  There has been no fee increase in recent years except for the administrative and Megan’s Law fee increases. This additional fee is needed due to the increase in referees fees, upgraded jerseys, declining sponsors and general costs of the program.  The increase would be $10.00 for leagues 9 and older:  9-12 year old boys and girls, $50.00 to $60.00 and 13-18 year old boys and girls, $55.00 to $65.00.

            

            Mike Mullin moved to approve the increase in Basketball registration fees for Leagues 9

            and older – 9-12 year olds, $50 to $60 and 13-18 year olds, $55 to $65. The motion 

            received a second and was approved.

-Upon reviewing the Time Line for Sports Boards, Basketball stated there is no way they can have a coaches list by September 15th.  October 15th would be more realistic.   The Booster Club report is presented in January as their fiscal year is January through December.  

-Travel Teams will start in October.  Intramural drafts will start November 15th.

CHEERLEADING:

-After their second sign-up, Cheerleading is down 30 from last year.   Competition has 20 registered.  No cuts were made to this program.  The coaches list is the same as last year.

-Cheerleading requested approval of their fundraiser, Auntie Anne Pretzels.

            Mike Mullin moved to approve Cheerleading’s Auntie Anne Pretzel Fundraiser. The motion 

            received a second and was approved.

-Practices begin in August and continue until school starts.

FOOTBALL:

-As of today, 320 players have registered with only 15 for the unlimited program.  Another registration will be held on July 15th.

-Of their 120 coaches, 80% are Megan’s Law approved.  To coach or assistant coach, all must be Megan’s Law approved on or before August 1st.

-Annual Golf Outing is July 31st.

LACROSSE:  Nothing to report.

SOFTBALL:  

-The intramural program is done.  220 games were rained out.  They were able to make up 25% of the games.  

-Four of the five GSA teams are in Championship games. WTPR Softball is the largest Softball organization in South Jersey.

-Four teams will play in the Gloucester County Tournament in July at Washington Lake Park.

-Travel team tryouts will be held the 1st and 3rd Sundays in August.

-Softball will hold their Bylaw review meeting in September. 

TRACK AND FIELD:

-Season is finished.  Nine (9) participants went on to AAU’s.  All were National qualifiers with events being held July 9 and 10.  Four medaled at Districts winning a total of 7 medals.  Two may have moved onto Junior Olympics.

WRESTLING:

-Summer sessions have been successful with 31 showing up the last two (2) Tuesdays.

SOCCER:

-Drafts start this month.  They expect between 1750-1800 children to register.  

-Travel Team tryouts have all been posted on their web site.

-Second reading of bylaws

            Frank Ragozzino moved to approve the 2009 Soccer Bylaws as presented.  The motion

            received a second and was approved.

-The Township will pay to have lighting installed on the practice turf field at Washington Township High School.  This will provide a lot of extra field time for WTPR programs.

OLD BUSINESS:

Sports Boards:  Football will meet in closed session with the SAB tonight.

Sports Advisory Board Bylaws review:  Wednesday, July 15th, 6 pm at the Municipal Services Building.

Basketball Issue:

-Greg Fath, Basketball Advisory Board Commissioner, stated that after the season ended, the Basketball Board received five (5) different letters from five (5) different people regarding the 5A Boys Travel Team coach, Randy Stover.  Parents were invited to attend the May BAB Meeting.  Six (6) parents showed up stating their concerns with his actions as a coach, kicking the bleachers, throwing water bottles, upsetting players.  The parents left and the Board held a question and answer session with Mr. Stover.  After Mr. Stover left the meeting, the board discussed the matter and reached a decision that the coach would not be able to return next season due to these concerns.

Had this matter been brought to the BAB’s attention during the season, BAB members could have attended Mr. Stover’s games to see his behavior.  The parents felt his level of play and expectations were too high for the age he was coaching.  The assistant coach of this team did not come forward during the season as Mr. Stover was given the position over her and she did not want it to look like she was looking to displace him. 

The BAB voted 10 to 7 not to approve his coaching of a 6A travel team.  Mr. Stover asked to appeal the decision.

The SAB suggested Mr. Stover be given a team at the intramural level to coach and if there were no issues, he could return to coach a travel team. Another suggestion was to keep him in the travel program, but as a B team coach or as an assistant, but not at the 6A/6B level.  The SAB asked that the BAB board consider these suggestions.

The BAB will also address this matter in their review of their bylaws.

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

                                                                                    Mary Schneider, SAB Secretary

            

