Washington Township Parks and Recreation

SPORTS ADVISORY BOARD
Minutes of February 25, 2008

                The meeting was called to order by President, Charlie Muracco, at 7:07 pm at Washington Township Municipal Building.  Sports Advisory Board members in attendance were Lisa Collins, Frank Ragozzino, Rich Silvesti, Trey Slough and Kaydon Stanzione.  Sports Board members in attendance were John Daly, Marc Gallo, Brian Wright, Soccer; Greg Fath, Steve Vitola, Basketball; Mike Mullin, Football; Al Piccoli, Baseball; Debbie Poolos, Football Cheerleading; Jim Quinn, Softball; Lee Robledo, Lacrosse; Rock Siravo, Track and Field; Kim Smith, Wrestling.  Also in attendance was Bill Sharkey for Basketball.

                The Pledge of Allegiance to the United State of America was recited by all in attendance.

MEETING MINUTES

                The minutes of the January 28, 2008 were corrected to read “Baseball will receive

                60% of the proceeds from the Golf Outing which will be used toward field improvements

                and the purchasing of a batting cage and pitching machine.”  The approval of the

                minutes was tabled until the March meeting as a couple of the members could not

                open them in the format sent via email.

2008 LIAISONS TO SPORTS BOARDS:

                Baseball – Frank Ragozzino

                Basketball – Trey Slough

                Football – Kaydon Stanzione

                Football Cheerleading and Lacrosse – Lisa Collins

                Nitros Cheerleading, Track and Field and Wrestling – Rich Silvesti

                Soccer – Charlie Muracco

                Softball – Rob Carr

                                

WRESTLING:

Mrs. Smith stated the program is coming to an end and they are preparing the awards for the banquet.

TRACK AND FIELD:  

-Mr. Siravo is the new commissioner of Track and Field.  Their board has been reorganized with 5 returning members and 3 new members.  Mr. Muracco reminded Mr. Siravo that the three new board members’ resumes need to be submitted to the SAB for their approval and those members cannot vote on any issues until they are approved.  The T&F board members now have staggered terms.  

-The list of coaches will be presented for approval in March.

-Mr. Siravo asked for approval of an out of town player to participate in program.  The SAB gave their approval stating the player cannot be given a position that would have gone to a township player.

-The program will have their first practice on March 17th.  

SOFTBALL:

-Mr. Quinn reported that 700+ girls have now registered for the program.  Drafts will take place between March 3 and March 10.

-The 2008 coaches list was presented for approval.  Two (2) coaches on the list currently have other issues with other boards, Bill Sharkey and Nick Colassi.  

-The donation of two (2) fields by Kennedy to the Softball program has fallen through.  In lieu of these fields, the program will use two (2) fields behind Washington Township High School and the Ganttown Road field.  The three (3) leagues that normally play at the Hurffville Elementary School will be moved to the high school.  Five (5) leagues will play at Washington Lake Park and T-Ball will be at the park.

-The Softball Building at Washington Lake Park was started two (2) weeks ago.  The roof and walls will be started on Saturday.

-The tournament scheduled for July is still a go.  However, the gentleman that is organizing this tournament is either sick or passed away as his web site has not been up.  They are trying to contact him. Softball did not have to put up any money for this tournament.  

SOCCER:

-Mr. Wright reported that 400 children have registered to play Spring Soccer.  

-The board is preparing the fall registration flyer information and will get to Parks and Recreation.  They are also working on the information needed for the bid for their equipment and uniforms.

-The board is now in the process of investigating new prospects for travel team tryout judges since Don D’Ambra has left the program to form his own.

-The tournament to be held on March 21 and 22 has registered 65 teams so far.  100 teams are expected to attend.  Soccer requests that Softball not use Fields #5 and #6 at WLP for safety reasons.

-Soccer requested approval of a fundraiser to sell refreshments at the high school during the opening day of the season when they would be hosting a Region I Tournament with teams coming from Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania and other parts of NJ.

                

                Mr. Slough moved to approve the fundraiser for the Soccer program allowing them to sell

                refreshments at the high school during the opening day of the season when they are hosting

                 a Region I Tournament.  The motion received a second and was approved.

NITROS CHEERLEADING: - No one from this board was present.

However, Mrs. Poolos stated that the Football Cheerleading Board is working on a proposal to take over a portion of the Nitros Cheerleading program.  They would like to incorporate some competitions with their program with no extra registration fee charged. They would like to have the Nitros uniforms and mats for practicing.  They need to obtain the rules that govern recreational competition squads.  Mrs. Collins suggested they reach out to the high school cheerleaders for help.  Mrs. Poolos stated their board would like to have something at sign-ups stating that they may extend the season to incorporate the competition program.  The SAB suggested they not announce anything at sign-ups unless they are sure of what they are going to do.

LACROSSE

-Mr. Robledo provided a copy of the Lacrosse Financial Statement.  Copies will be made and distributed to the SAB members.

-The coaches list will be emailed to Parks and Recreation.  Any other coaches will be added later.

-Sign-ups for Lacrose included 161 3rd to 8th graders; 23 1st and 2nd graders.  Uniforms will be finalized on April 4th.

-Practice will begin in a week at East Holly.  Games will be played on Washington Lake Park Field #2 and at the High School.

-Sandy Stockl, WTHS Coach, is heading the Girls Lacrosse Program.  They will use a field at Washington Lake Park, and one day a week, they will use a field at the High School.

FOOTBALL CHEERLEADING

-Mrs. Poolos announced that their board approved two (2) new members, Diane Oborne as Fundraiser Chairman and Tracy Marks as Transportation Chairman.

                

                Mr. Silvesti moved to approve Diane Oborne and Tracy Marks as Football

                Cheerleading Board members.  The motion received a second and was approved.

-The yearend financial report was submitted.  This is the program’s second year working with the Ronald McDonald Family Room at Kennedy Hospital.  They helped renovate the entire room. The Grand Opening will be March 12th at 3:30 pm.  $1200 is put aside for Scholarship awards and they will have $2,500 to start the new season.  Mr. Muracco noted they will need to turn in a bank statement.  

-Mrs. Poolos requested an increase in the registration fee of $5.00 from $65.00 to $70.00.

                Mrs. Collins moved to approve the increase in registration fee from$65.00 to $70.00.  The 

motion received a second and was approved.

FOOTBALL
-Mr. Mike Mullen will be the new representative from Football at the SAB meetings.  

-The 2007 Booster Club Financial Report and ending bank statement will be submitted at the next SAB meeting.

-The Football Board is working on their bylaws.  They will clarify rules that separate Minutemen from Patriots.  

-The Football Board would like to increase the registration fee from $115 to $125.00 due to Megan’s Law fees, the rising costs to recondition equipment particularly helmets, the costs to outfit a child for play and the constant need for new equipment.

                Mr. Stanzione moved to approve the increase of the Football registration fee from
                $115 to $125 to cover increasing program costs.  The motion received a second and

                was approved.

-The Spring Football program has 31 registrants.  March 1 is the first practice.  The program is open to 7th and 8th grade students; however the 7th grade students only practice.  They cannot play the games.

-Sign-ups for the fall program will take place on April 3, 6 to 8 pm; April 6, noon to 4 pm and April 7, 6 to 8 pm.  They will be held at the CAC.

-Mrs. Collins brought up the fact that many people have not returned their equipment.  Parks and Recreation can send out letters billing the people for the equipment.  Mr. Muracco suggested that for the future, the Football Board should ask for post dated checks in the amount of the equipment being loaned and if the equipment is not returned by the due date, the check is cashed.

BASKETBALL
-Mr. Fath stated that Basketball is winding down.  Most of the intramural teams have started playoffs.  The 7-8 coaches liked not having the refs and no scores were tallied.  It was purely clinic play.  

-The new uniforms used this year were very successful. The only change would be to add the number to the front of the uniform to make it easier for the refs.

-Photos were taken in February and everything went well.  The board used Treasured Moments who charged them $11.00 with basketball making $3.00 on each package.  The board made $3500 from the photos.

-The boys and girls travel teams are starting their playoff games.

-Mr. Sharkey’s appeal to the SAB was tabled until he appears before the Basketball Board. With the season ending in 2 weeks, the suspension, if any, will be served during the 2008-09 season.

BASEBALL
-The coaches list was submitted.  However, it must be submitted in an excel format.  Also the list did not include the League Commissioners and it was not broken down by league.  

-The drafts will begin the first week in March or shortly thereafter.  At the present time, they are 50 players less than last year.  March 5 starts the drafts.  April 5th is Pitch, Hit and Run and April 12 is Opening Day.

-The age cut-off for Baseball is 5 by April 30th.  Baseball has informed the parents whose children are under the age of 5 that they are unable to play.

OTHER:

MEGAN’S LAW:  Mrs. Collins stated that she and Jim are aware that the NJ State Police will take over the fingerprinting.  A plan is in place.  The fee would be $26.25 per person.  They hope to have a couple of nights at the Senior Center where coaches would come and complete the necessary information for the screening.  

SCHOOL FACILITY CHARGES:  Mr. Daly stated that Soccer received a bill in the amount of $624.00 for use of the Cafeteria at the 9-10 HS for photos.  It was suggested he contact Kevin Murphy.

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

                                                                                                Mary Schneider, Secretary

