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Minutes of January 8, 2009 Reorganization Meeting


The reorganization meeting of the Washington Township Environmental Commission was called to order by secretary, Dorothy Hunter.  Present were Rick Eckert, Harry Larzelere, Ann Culkin, Russ Price, Rich Fini, Anne Hastings, Vicky Binetti, Michelle Martin, Lola Pellegrino, Leon Laritz, Jodi Smith and Chet Nawoyski. 
 First order of business was to open nominations for Chairman.  On a motion made by Leon Lakritz, seconded by Ann Culkin, Rick Eckert was nominated for the position of Chairman.  With no other nominations, a roll call was taken, and the vote was unanimous for Rick Eckert to continue as Chairman.  Rick Eckert then asked for nominations for Vice Chair.   Ann Culkin nominated Vicky Binetti.  Her motion was seconded by Leon Lakritz.  There were no other nominations, and a roll call  unanimously elected Vicky Binetti as Vice Chair person.  For the position of Treasurer, Harry Larzelere was nominated by Leon Lakritz.  The nomination was seconded by Ann Culkin.  No other nominations were presented, and Harry Larzelere was unanimously voted Treasurer.  Dorothy Hunter was reappointed by Rick Eckert to continue in her position as secretary.

Rick Eckert asked for a motion to approve the meeting minutes from our December 4, 2008 meeting.  Harry Larzelere made that motion, and it was seconded by Lola Pellegrino. All members voted favorably; Rick Eckert abstained because he was not present at that meeting.

Treasurer’s Report

Harry Larzelere reported that our 2008 budget was $2,375, and our expenses totaled $2,253.16.  A temporary budget of $625 has been assigned to the Environmental Commission for 2009.
Guests
· Aversa Bakery – Representing Mr. Aversa, Robert Mintz, Esquire and Paul LaPierre, engineer from Land Dimensions, were present tonight to revisit plans to expand the bakery with an addition and demolition of a pre-existing building.  When they appeared before the Commission at its December 4th meeting, the Environmental Commission requested that applicant secure and provide a No Further Action letter from the NJDEP and an environmental impact statement before the Commission could make a recommendation to the Planning Board.  Subsequently, the Applicant has withdrawn their request for a waiver and has agreed to perform a Phase I site assessment on the property.  The Commission had specific concerns regarding whether replacement soil under the infiltration basin would provide sufficient volume for adequate drainage from the basins.  Applicant tonight affirmed that their plan has been revised to reflect that they will replace the soil to the depth of  the water table beneath the infiltration basin. Vicky Binetti asked that Land Dimensions send the Environmental Commission copies of their revised plan.
 Old Business
Tree Trust Fund

Michelle Martin had no report.

Township Clean Up Day


Anne Hastings had no report.

Wellhead Protection

Leon Lakritz reported that he is continuing to review and follow up on the report received from the United Auto complex recently.  The report indicated that the ground water sample collected at Well #8 located on Old Stage Coach Road and Black Horse Pike detected levels of sodium and arsenic which exceeded NJDEP standards.

State Plan


Rick Eckert asked that this topic be removed from our agenda until new activity is reported.

Planning Calendar


Entries on the 2009 Planning Calendar were tabled by Rick Eckert until our February meeting.
Earth Day


Lola Pellegrino, serving on the Earth Day 2009 Committee, announced that their planning process has begun, and the first meeting was held this week.  Earth Day will be held on Saturday, April 18 (rain date April 19).  Flyers will not be posted in Township businesses this year, and other means of advertising will be implemented to promote the event.  Anne Hastings, also on the committee, confirmed that the girls’ softball  team will be holding their practice day on Earth Day which is an additional attraction.  Harry Larzelere requested that one person from the committee be assigned to submit purchase order requests, and that if Harry is not available, Leon Lakritz has been assigned to process these requests in his behalf.  Radio Station 104.5 has expressed interest to participate.  Anne Hastings has made a request to borrow the sound system used by the Girls’ Softball Team as the system used last year at Earth Day was insufficient.  She also announced that vendors must bring their own tables, but exhibitors will have the option to request that we provide tables.

Rick Eckert would like to cultivate interest among students in Earth Day, and he suggested we initiate a poster contest with 4th grade children or under.  Chet Nawoyski will follow up with the school district.
Mayor’s Climate Protection  Agreement


Rick Eckert will arrange to set aside a workshop session next month to begin the action plan for the new administration to utilize.  Michelle Martin asked that we forward a copy of the Climate Protection Agreement signed on Earth Day 2008 by former Mayor Moriarty to Mayor Matt Lyons.

Guest Lecturers/Presentations


Vicky Binetti circulated copies of suggestions for the Commission to consider for future lectures/presentations.  It was agreed that energy conservation and municipal recycling would take priority initially.

Stream Sampling


Leon Lakritz had no report.

New Business
Planning and Zoning Boards


Rich Fini reviewed current applications as follows:

· Zoning Board 12/8/08

· Alexander, 224 Salina Road.  Applicant’s fence variance was approved.
· Passport Properties, 4700 Route 42 – Applicant proposes to perform auto body work.  Rich Fini requested an Environmental Impact Statement.  Applicant will be coming back in with a site plan.
· John Sheppard, 5 Twin Lake Avenue – Extension and minor site plan.
· Metro PCS – This is a site plan for a cell tower.
· Kacic, 137 Delsea Drive.  Extension and request for reduction of bonds.  This will be sent to Council.
· Planning Board 12/16/09
· Scafisi, 342 Johnson Road.  This application is a major subdivision for five homes.  They received preliminary approval.

· Harry & Sherry Kennedy.  This application is a site plan waiver to convert a law office into a daycare.

· Park Place Community, Delsea Drive.  Extension of general development plan – this was postponed.

· Planning Board 1/6/09
· This was a reorganization meeting.  No applications were heard.

Open Space

Harry Larzelere had no report

Council Report


Michelle Martin announced that Township Council meetings have been moved to the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month staring at 7:00 p.m.

Township Application Plans


Vicky Binetti noted that the Commission is still not receiving new application plans which impact our recommendation process.  Michelle Martin agreed to follow up to ensure that the Environmental Commission is copied on all new development plans.

After Leon Lakritz reviewed new correspondence, the meeting was adjourned at 9:50 p.m. on a motion made by Leon and seconded by Harry Larzelere.  






Submitted by:






/s/Dorothy Hunter





Dorothy Hunter, Secretary
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