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Minutes of February 5, 2009 Meeting

Meeting was called to order by Rick Eckert.  In attendance were Lola Pelligrino, Russ Price, Vicky Binetti, Harry Larzelere, Rich Fini, Leon Lakritz, Jodie Smith, Ann Culkin, Anne Hastings, Michelle Martin, Mark Phillips, and Chet Nawoyski.  Minutes of the January 8, 2009 reorganization meeting were unanimously approved.

Treasurer’s Report


Harry Larzelere reported a balance of $625 in our temporary budget.  He also presented an estimate of $2500 for the Environmental Commission’s 2009 anticipated expenditures. 
Lola Pellegrino asked that $59.76 be escrowed for the cost of printing 2009 Earth Day flyers for schools and businesses.

Guests
· Kennedy Subacute Nursing Home – Robert Mintz, Esquire, and Paul LaPierre of Land Dimensions Engineering reviewed plans of their client, Kennedy Health Systems, for construction of a 60-bed rehabilitation unit and a lot line adjustment/major site plan on existing property.  Additionally they seek a waiver from an Environmental Impact Statement, Phase I Site Assessment, and relief from performing soil borings in the storm water basin.  Justification is based on the fact that the area in question has been previously reviewed and when it was earlier developed.  Applicant also presented a tree plan.  It has been determined that 33 trees are required.  They will plant 21 trees on site, as indicated on the site plan, and another 12 trees will be planted elsewhere on their campus.  None of the trees being removed are considered high value specimen trees.  Upon further discussion, Rich Fini raised a question regarding the condition of the soil.  The Applicant assured the Commission that they will probably use the soil on site, and if they remove it, they will have it tested.

A motion was made by Vicky Binetti, seconded by Leon Lakritz, that the Environmental Commission recommend to the Planning Board that we have no objection to waivers for Kennedy Health Systems Subacute Nursing Home project from an Environmental Impact Statement, and a Phase I Site Assessment inasmuch as this property has had formal review previously; and that the Environmental Commission does not object to a waiver for performing soil borings in the storm water basin, given that the Soil and Foundation Engineering Study included soil borings that indicated that the ground water table was 28-30 feet deep at this location.  The motion was passed unanimously.  A second motion was also made by Vicky Binetti to recommend that the Planning Board accept Applicant’s tree plan, with the amendment that compensation required is 33 trees (not 31 trees as presented in Applicant’s initial plan).  The motion was seconded by Harry Larzelere, and the vote for this recommendation was unanimous.
Old Business

Clean Up Day


Public Works has requested that on Clean Up Day 2009 we separate recyclables from the trash the volunteers collect.
Wellhead Protection


Vicky Binetti had no report.

Planning Calendar


Rick Eckert updated the WTEC Planning Calendar with pending projects and events for 2009 and electronically forwarded copies to all members for review.

Earth Day

Anne Hastings has begun a media promotion for Earth Day and has contacted the Philadelphia Inquirer, Trend, and Courier Post among others.  She also arranged for an advertisement on the Township website.  Earth Day is scheduled for April 18th.  Invitations were sent to some new exhibitors and vendors, some of which include Goodwill, Candle Wiz, Big Green Earth Store, and Happy Earth Auto.  As giveaways, Anne suggested we look into seed cards (paper cards with flower seeds embedded for planting in a garden) and other earth-friendly items.  She is also looking into having students demonstrate how to make S’mores by building and using a pizza box as a solar oven.


Anne Hastings has reconfigured a map of the Park to give the vendors and exhibitors 11’ spaces to accommodate their tents and canopies.  Lola Pellegrino was able to arrange for an advertisement for Earth Day on the digital sign at GCF Bank, and Anne will contact Lisa Collins about the sign at Washington Lake Park.  Chet Nawoyski reported he has permission from the high school to advertise on their sign as well.  Lola was also able to locate a new collection center for recycling batteries at Lowe’s on Route #42, and Macy’s has offered volunteers to help out on Earth Day.

Rick Eckert asked members to consider nominations for the Commissioner’s Award, a recognition given yearly by the Environmental Commission to a person or organization for an outstanding contribution in environmental protection.
Harbour Place


This application will go before the Zoning Board on March 9.  The Environmental Commission received Applicant’s  revised tree plans today, and the Environmental Commission reviewed their tree plan at tonight’s meeting.  After discussion, Harry Larzelere made a motion to recommend to the Zoning Board that Applicant’s tree removal plan and compensation calculations be approved.  It was also recommended that eight of the trees to be planted on site be placed in the buffer area, and that in lieu of Bradford pear trees, the Commission recommends Cleveland or Chanticleer  pear trees.  The motion was seconded by Vicky Binetti, and all voted in favor of this motion.  Other aspects of the Applicant’s project plans will be discussed at our next meeting, once the most recent plans are received and reviewed.
Tree Trust Fund


Michelle Martin was asked by Rich Fini to provide a current accounting of the Tree Trust Fund as background in the event that pending litigation regarding the Tree Protection Ordinance moves forward.   She will provide this information to the Commission shortly.
Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement


Vicky Binetti has put together a plan of action which she will forward to members for review.  Her suggestions will be discussed at next month’s regular meeting before they are sent to the Mayor for consideration and implementation.
Guest Lecturers and Seminars


Local utility companies have not as yet responded to Chet Nawoyski’s request to participate as a guest lecturer at one of our seminars.
New Business

Planning Board

· Estate of Catherine Stoyka – This property is located at 445 Hurffville-Cross Keys Road and is a minor sub-division and farmland preservation application.  Applicant is requesting a waiver from mapping and delineation. 
Committee Reports

Open Space


A program on open space is being presented by Harry Larzelere and Leon Lakritz for the Ecology Club at Bunker Hill School on February 6th.
Council Report


The Washington Township Redevelopment Plan was discussed, and Michelle Martin presented an update on current activities.
Wal-Mart Grants & Community Contribution

Chet Nawoyski obtained an application for the Environmental Commission to apply for a Wal-Mart Community Contribution & Grant.
Washington Township Recycling Initiative

The Mayor has asked that the Environmental Commission participate in a Channel 9 presentation on the benefits of recycling in the Township.  His goal is to increase the rate of recycling in the Township as well as to reduce costs by reducing  the amount of material going to a landfill.

Correspondence


Leon Lakritz received a letter from the Gloucester County Nature Club requesting a $100 donation for Bird Quest, an annual event to be held on Saturday, May 2nd.  

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 p.m. on a motion by Leon Lakritz, seconded by Vicky Binetti.  Rick Eckert announced there will be no workshop on February 19th.
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