WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

P. O. Box 1106                 523 Egg Harbor Road

Turnersville, New Jersey 08012

856/589.0520, Ext. 232

wtec@twp.washington.nj.us
(Approved at May 7, 2009 Meeting)
Minutes for April 2, 2009


Meeting was called to order by Rick Eckert.  In our secretary’s absence, Lola Pellegrino recorded the minutes of this meeting.  Present were Anne Hastings, Russ Price, Ann Culkin, Leon Lakritz, Lola Pellegrino, Mark Phillip, Vicky Binetti, Jody Smith, Rich Fini, and Michelle Martin.  Minutes of March 5, 2009 were approved as amended.
Treasurer’s Report


In Harry Larzelere’s absence, Leon Lakritz reported a balance of $949.85 in our budget.

Guests
· Johnson Road Subdivision/Joseph Scafisi – Mr. Scafisi and Brian Peterman, of Peterman-Maxcy, LLC, were present tonight to review the site plan and tree plan for this project, which includes development of five residential lots.   It was noted that all five lots now drain to one bioretention basin for stormwater quality management and recharge, rather than individual stormwater management systems for each lot, as was the previous design. The applicant was granted a waiver by the Planning Board for permeability tests.  Each homeowner would be required to maintain the basin within their respective property boundaries, and this would be written into the deeds, along with a maintenance schedule.  Applicant also requested waivers from an environmental impact statement and a Phase I environmental site assessment.  The applicant’s proposed tree removal and protection plan indicates that 534 tree inches would be removed, requiring compensation totaling 178 tree inches; the applicant proposes to plant replacement trees on individual lots, with many near the bioretention basin.  The Environmental Commission will forward a letter to the Planning Board recommending that the applicant’s proposed tree removal and replacement plan be approved.  Members also indicated, by vote, that the Environmental Commission does not object to the waiver requests for the preparation of the Phase I environmental site assessment and environmental impact statement. 
Old Business
Tree Trust Fund


Michelle Martin had no report.

Township Clean Up Day


No report.

Earth Day

Mark Phillips brought a sample solar oven to explain how it works to make S’mores.  This will be an exhibit and demonstration on Earth Day.  As prizes for the poster contest, Rick Eckert’s firm, ECBM Insurance Brokers & Consultants, donated four Phillies tickets as first prize.  Second prize will be tickets to the Children’s Garden in Camden, and there will also be a third prize which has not yet been selected.  The contest will be judged by three persons during the week prior to Earth Day, and posters will be exhibited during the event at Washington Lake Park.  The band Olde City has offered to provide live entertainment for Earth Day at no cost.   Special audio equipment, subsidized by Pro Audio and Video,  will be used this year.  The Earth Day committee has held meetings every two weeks with the park rangers.   Anne Hastings has held interviews with radio station WDBK, the Courier Post and Trend newspapers who will help promote Earth Day.  A raffle is also planned.
Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement


No report.

Stream Sampling


Leon Lakritz announced the date of the spring stream sampling which is May 2, 2009.

Tree Ordinance


Rick Eckert spoke with Township Solicitor, Tim Chell, and learned that the judge dismissed the suit brought by Dan-Jen Properties, because the other party did not pursue the case. 
Committee Reports

Open Space


It was reported that the Open Space Committee is planting trees and shrubs in open space parcels, including the Township-owned lot on Egg Harbor Road opposite the Old Stone House. This would enhance the area as this location is the entrance to the Township.

Planning & Zoning Boards

Rich Fini highlighted applications as follows:
· Planning Board – March 31, 2009 
· P.A.H. Real Estate LLC.  This work session was postponed.  The project is located at 654 Delsea Drive.
· Republic First Bank located at 5171 Route 42 & 104 Ganttown Road.  Preliminary and final.    
· Kennedy Health Facilities at 535 Egg Harbor Road.  Preliminary and final.
· Zoning Board – March 9, 2009

· Passport Properties.  Amended site plan
· Harbour Plaza/MLG Realty located on Egg Harbor Road.  Amended final site plan
· Kennedy (Maybrook Group), 405 Hurffville-Cross Keys Road.  Amendment
· T-Mobile, 116 Sewell Road.  Amended site plan for deferral of sidewalks.
Meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m.
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