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Minutes of  November 6, 2008 Meeting

Meeting was called to order by Rick Eckert.  In attendance were Anne Hastings,  Lola Pellegrino, Chet Nawoyski, Vicky Binetti, Leon Lakritz, Mark Phillips, Robin Dahm, Jodi Smith, Russ Price, Ann Culkin, and Rich Fini.  On a motion made by Leon Lakritz, seconded by Jodi Smith, the minutes of the October 2, 2008 meeting were unanimously approved with the exception of Vicky Binetti who abstained.

Treasurer’s Report


In Harry Larzelere’s absence, Leon Lakritz reported that the balance is our budget is $1,524.02.

Guests

· Harbor Place – No representatives were present.

· Car Max – Frank Tedesco, Esquire was present tonight representing Car Max along with their  consultants, Erik Littlehales and Mark Pietrucha of CMX Engineering, and Doug Loomis of Total Real Estate Development.  They reviewed their plans and answered our environmental concerns relative to endangered species, swamp pink, and the wetlands impacted by this project; the applicant agreed to respond to the request by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to conduct a survey on and within 500 feet of the property to determine the presence or absence of the federally-listed endangered species, swamp pink.   The Environmental Commission also inquired as to their plans for best management practices for the parking lot, integrated pest management, and spill contingency plans.  The storm water management plan for the project is being reviewed by the N.J. Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).  It was noted that the DEP case manager overseeing the remediation of a previous underground release on site indicated that Getty Oil is under an enforcement action to  follow through with the remediation process.  The septic systems at the rear of the property near the former structures will be sealed, and they will remove small areas of debris.  Car Max also plans to install an underground fuel tank with all upgraded leak prevention features.  Inasmuch as applicant has an upcoming meeting for preliminary approval before the Zoning Board on Monday, November 10th, the Commission agreed to prepare a letter of recommendation prior to the Board meeting. The applicant agreed to update their Phase I Environmental Site Assessment and will do a data base search, interviews, and site reconnaissance.  Leon Lakritz made the motion to recommend that the Zoning Board accept the tree removal and protection plan proposed by the applicant, including planting of 42 trees on site, and a contribution to the Tree Trust Fund to compensate for an additional 369 trees (estimated contribution of $129,150). Vicky Binetti seconded the motion, and all members voted in favor.  Car Max also agreed to conservation easements for the compensation trees.
Old Business

Tree Trust Fund

There was no report in Michelle Martin’s absence.

Township Clean Up Day

Anne Hastings and Ann Culkin gave a report on Township Clean Up Day which was held on Saturday, October 18th.  There was an outstanding turnout of support with 600 volunteers who targeted 34 designated sites for clean up.   Special note was made of the assistance they received from the Park Rangers, Public Works, and Lisa Collins who was instrumental in promoting the event.  Clean Up Day got headline coverage in the local newspaper, The News Report.”   A preliminary account of donations totaled $2,975.  After deducting expenditures, the balance will be held in escrow for next year’s Clean Up Day.

A post-Clean Up Day meeting was held with Adele Riff, Lisa Collins, Bob Gruber and members of the Environmental Commission on October 27 to review the overall event and to begin a strategy plan for Clean Up Day 2009.  Tentatively October 10th, 2009 has been selected providing it does not coincide with Octoberfest 2009 or homecoming weekend.

Wellhead Protection


Vicky Binetti had no report.

State Plan


Vicky Binetti had no report.

2009 Planning Calendar


Rick Eckert will prepare a 2009 calendar for next month’s meeting so the Commission can begin the planning process of organizing our activities.

2009 Earth Day


Anne Hastings says she will soon be contacting various groups and organizations to solicit interest for next year’s celebration to be held on April 18 (rain date April 19).  She asked for the Commission’s help to identify new vendors and exhibitors.  She also asked for ideas for a more efficient sound system in the Park.


ANJEC Smart Growth Grant


This topic will be taken off the meeting agenda as it does not appear the grant will be feasible this year.

Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement


Vicky Binetti will work with the Commission to create a plan of action including recommendations that the Administration can consider to implement a Climate Protection plan for Washington Township in 2009.
Annual Report


Rick Eckert completed and delivered the 2007 Annual Report to the Mayor.  He sent the Report electronically to Commission members.  
Guest Lecturers


Vicky Binetti and Chet Nawoyski agreed to develop a schedule for environmental lectures next year and to develop potential sponsors for those lectures.
Stream Sampling


Leon Lakritz reported another successful stream sampling and gave recognition to Vicky Binetti, Ann Culkin, Robin Dahm, Kevin Dahm, Chet Nawoyski, Lola Pellegrino, Russ Price, and Frank Vavra who assisted him on November 1, 2008.  Certificates will be awarded to participating students from Bunker Hill, Chestnut Ridge, and Orchard Valley middle schools at the Council meeting to be held on Tuesday, November 25th .  A slide show of pictures taken during the stream sampling will be shown as well.


New Business
New Expenditures


Leon Lakritz expressed interest to attend the New Jersey Summit on Stream Sampling in Whippany, NJ.  On a motion made by Ann Culkin, seconded by Rick Eckert, it was unanimously agreed that the Commission will fund the $55.00 expense for Leon to attend this summit.


A vote was also unanimously agreed upon to authorize expenditure of  $125 to replenish chemicals utilized in the stream sampling program as recommended by Leon Lakritz.  The motion was made by Russ Price and seconded by Ann Culkin.

Planning & Zoning Board Applications
Rich Fini reviewed current applications as follows:

Planning Board – October 7, 2008

· Bombaro located at 424-426 Delsea Drive.  This was a work session to review their major site plan.

Planning Board – October 21, 2008

· Bombaro received preliminary site plan approve.
Planning Board – November 6, 2008

· Sollena (located at 293 Delsea Drive) received approval.

Zoning Board – October 14, 2008

· MLG (Harbor Place) – Applicant came in for a use variance that was denied due to issues with parking and drainage.

· Petsmart – Requested a waiver to place a trash dumpster at the rear of the property.  This was approved.

· Metro PCS – Requested a use variance for a cell tower on the WT water tower.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m. on a motion made by Russ Price and seconded by Ann Culkin.  The motion was approved unanimously.
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