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Minutes of September 3, 2009 Meeting


Meeting was called to order by Rick Eckert.  In attendance were Harry Larzelere, Vicky Binetti, Ann Culkin, Russ Price, Jodi Smith, Lola Pellegrino, Leon Lakritz, Anne Hastings, Rich Fini, and Frank Cianci of the Washington Township Zoning Board.  Minutes of August 6, 2009 meeting were approved on a motion made by Leon Lakritz, seconded by Russ Price.  All members voted in favor; Harry Larzelere abstained.

Treasurer’s Report

As reported by Treasurer, Harry Larzelere, the balance in our budget as of September 1, 2009 is $1,736.85.
Old Business

Township Clean Up Day/America Recycles Day

Anne  Hastings and Ann Culkin reviewed plans for Clean Up Day which is scheduled for October 10, 2009.  They reported a balance in the Clean Up Day fund of $2,252.89.  Ann Culkin showed samples of jackets for potential purchase by WTEC members, on sale at a local sporting goods store and also mentioned that she is arranging for printing the flyers.  Anne Hastings set up an on-line registration form and will distribute community service letters on the day of the event.  John Boyer and Harry Larzelere are reviewing the site list of locations designated for cleaning.


Recycling will be part of Clean Up Day.

The Environmental Commission will begin the campaign to promote recycling on Township Clean Up Day, leading up to America Recycles Day (November 15).  Since America Recycles Day falls on a Sunday, Vicky Binetti suggested asking local churches to participate and sponsor a clothing or coat collection drive.

Wellhead Protection


Vicky Binetti had no report.

WTEC Planning Calendar


Rick Eckert had no new entries.

Earth Day 2010


Lola Pellegrino advised that the Earth Day banner is in poor condition and should be replaced.  Before ordering a new one, however, she will confer with the Zoning Officer to be certain we comply with size requirements.
Mayors Climate Protection Agreement/Grant Opportunity

Leon Lakritz attended a recent meeting of the Gloucester County Department of Economic Development.  He learned that 20 communities in Gloucester County participate in Recycle which disburses coupons or credit to local residents as an incentive to recycle.  Leon further reported that Washington Township has not participated to date.

Vicky Binetti mentioned that she attended an ANJEC webinar on assistance programs.  She also reported that she, along with Rick Eckert and Leon Lakritz, will attend a follow up meeting with the Mayor to offer recommendations relative to the NJ Clean Energy Assistance grant that the Environmental Commission will recommend that the Township apply for.  A Council Resolution will be required to substantiate the Township’s support of this grant, and Michelle Martin agreed to introduce the resolution at the televised Council meeting on September 23.

Guest Lecturers


There was no report in Chet Nawoyski’s absence.

Stream Sampling


Leon Lakritz received an e-mail from Rowan University Professor Kauser Jahan regarding our next stream sampling.  Leon will contact her once school begins as she has been a past participant and supporter of this event.

Storm Water Retro-Fit Project


The Soil Conservation District in Camden will retro-fit a 12-acre basin in Twin Ponds East, and Leon Lakritz reported they will collect monitoring data before and after the retro-fit.

New Business
Green Points Program


Frank Cianci from Zoning attended our meeting tonight to explain the Green Building and Green Points Program.  This program encourages the use of cost-effective and sustainable remodeling and building methods and technologies that conserve energy, water, and other natural resources.  In essence, developers and homeowners are given credit or “points” towards the cost of township permits if their new construction results in increased energy efficiency.  Municipalities in Boulder, Colorado, Austin, Texas, and Doylestown, PA are current participants.  The Green Points Program will be added to future WTEC agendas for further discussion and development.
Planning and Zoning Boards

Rich Fini highlighted current applications as follows:

· Zoning Board – 8/10/09
· Ferraino, 122 Mimosa Road – Bulk variance

· Clearwire, 119 Egg Harbor Road and 131 Johnson Road.  Conditional use applications for existing antennas or towers were approved at these two locations.

· Kennedy/Penn, 900 Medical Center Drive. Signage was approved.

· Planning Board- 9/1/09

· Zanger Enterprises – 25 ft. signage and amended site plan.

Committee Reports

Open Space


No report.

Council Report


Michelle Martin will initiate two resolutions on our behalf and to support implementation of the Mayors Climate Protection Agreement at the Council meeting on September 23.  One resolution will require the Township to purchase only Energy Star equipment and appliances, and the other will allow us to apply for a Clean Energy Audit grant.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m.
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