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(Approved at November 5, 2009 meeting)
Minutes of October 1, 2009 Meeting
Meeting was called to order by Vicky Binetti in Rick Eckert’s absence.  Present were Russ Price, Anne Hastings, Lola Pellegrino, Leon Lakritz, Harry Larzelere, Jodi Smith, Rich Fini, Michelle Martin and Councilman Bob Timmons.    On a motion made by Leon Lakritz, seconded by Harry Larzelere, the minutes of the September 3, 2009 meeting were approved as read.
Treasurer’s Report

Harry Larzelere, Treasurer, reported a current balance in our budget of  $836.85.

Guests
No guests were present tonight.

Old Business
Tree Trust Fund
No report from Michelle Martin.  
Recycling Campaign/America Recycles

Vicky Binetti  suggested  that  Mayor Lyons could announce on Clean Up Day that Washington Township is participating, along with other municipalities across the country, in a program on America Recycles Day which is scheduled for November  15, 2009. Mayor Lyons could  present  an overview of the activities and events planned by the Township to encourage residents to recycle.
Vicky also commented that Acme is donating a park bench for Washington Lake Park that is made from  recycled materials.  The NJ Department of Environmental Protection has also responded to her inquiry and provided  an analysis of our recycling data,  suggesting ideas where Washington Township can improve upon our recycling rates.  Vicky also discussed an article she read in the Gloucester County Times which noted that Woolwich Township adopted an ordinance to enforce the recycling of demolition materials, and they received an ANJEC award for that project and other efforts.
Wellhead Protection
Vicky Binetti had no new report.

Planning  Calendar


The date for Earth Day 2010 was discussed, and April 17 (rain date April 18) was agreed upon and added to the Planning Calendar.  Lola Pellegrino noted that she will arrange to order the new banner which will be hung across Egg Harbor Road near  the   Old Stone House.

Mayors Climate Protection Agreement


A Council Resolution was adopted supporting the Township’s   application to the Clean Energy Assistance Program.

Guest Lectures


Positive responses have been received from Atlantic Electric and NJ Clean Energy to partner in a dual lecture.  However, scheduling continues to be a challenge, and we may have to postpone until next year.
Storm Water Retro-Fit Project


The Soil Conservation District in Camden plans to retro-fit a 12 acre basin in Twin Ponds East this coming spring and wants  to plant a grove of trees around the eastern end of the basin.  The Tree Trust Fund may be able to defray the cost of the trees, and the Township will provide assistance in equipment and labor.

Stream Sampling

Leon Lakritz announced that the fall stream sampling will be conducted on Saturday, November 14 from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m.  He asked for volunteers from the Environmental Commission to assist the school students.

Green  Points Program

Zoning Board member Frank Cianci spoke before the Commission at last month’s meeting on a Green Building and Green Points Program which has been adopted in certain US cities where developers and homeowners  are given credit  or “points” towards the cost of Township permits if new construction results in increased energy efficiency.  Rich Fini noted that Washington Township currently has an ordinance which encourages  green  building , but it does not provide for a monetary incentive.  Further discussion of such programs was deferred until members have an opportunity to investigate their design and operations in other  communities.
Township Clean Up Day

To date,  Anne Hastings reported that 272 volunteers have signed up to participate in Clean Up Day.  She mentioned that donations are slow to come in compared to last year’s event.  Anne also brought Commission members up to date on logistics and responsibilities for this event.  This year, only recycling captains will be  issued  hats  to designate their  position.  She also mentioned that Community Service letters will be distributed at the barbeque following the Township clean up event.

New Business
New Environmental Project


Anne Hastings   spoke about an environmental project undertaken in Whitemarsh Township,  Pa which she asked the Commission to possibly consider  for some time in the future.  This project would involve clean up of a natural area or open space, and restoration of species native to New Jersey. 

Planning and Zoning Boards

Rich Fini reviewed current projects before these Boards:

Planning Board 9/5/09 

· Republic First Bank/Metro – Signage
· Fraternal Properties (228 Blackwood-Barnesboro Road) – This site plan waiver was postponed.

Zoning Board 9/14/09
· T-Mobile (Hurffville-Grenloch Road/Grenloch Fire Station) - Postponed

· T-Mobile (Thies Road/Hurffville Fire Station) – Postponed

New York Power Authority


Lola Pellegrino circulated a brochure published by the New York Power Authority, New York’s largest electric generating facility and one of the largest in the United States.  At their Lewiston location, nearby Niagara Falls, they host special events and science projects  during the year which provide education and entertainment for school children.

Committee Reports

Open Space

Harry Larzelere mentioned that the Open Space Committee will arrange to plant fall mums on the berm along Egg Harbor Road as part of a beautification program.

Council


No report.

Correspondence


The Environmental Commission received the quarterly (August) ground water report for monitoring well #8 in the vicinity of the Auto Mall complex (Stage Coach Road & Route 42).  Lab analysis for all the compounds tested were below NJDEP GWQS, except for sodium.
Work Shop Meeting


A workshop meeting was tentatively scheduled for  October 15 to discuss recycling.  Vicky Binetti will send out an e-mail to confirm.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m.
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