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Minutes of January 7, 2010 Reorganization Meeting 

The reorganization meeting of the Washington Township Environmental Commission was called to order by secretary, Dorothy Hunter.  Present were Leon Lakritz, Harry Larzelere, Vicky Binetti, Ann Culkin, Russ Price, Jodi Smith, Mark Phillips, Michelle Martin, Lola Pellegrino, Rich Fini, Chet Nawoyski, and Richard Winstead, Jr., Planning Board Liaison.  

First order of business was to open nominations for Chairman.  On a motion made by Vicky Binetti, seconded by Harry Larzelere, Leon Lakritz was nominated for the position of Chairman.  With no other nominations, the vote was unanimous in favor of Leon Lakritz to be Chairman of the Environmental Commission.  

Leon Lakritz then asked for nominations for Vice Chairman.  Harry Larzelere nominated Vicky Binetti.  His motion was seconded by Ann Culkin. There were no other nominations.  Unanimously Vicky Binetti was voted as Vice Chair.  For the position of Treasurer, Harry Larzelere was nominated by Ann Culkin.  The nomination was seconded by Russ Price.  No other nominations for Treasurer were presented, and Harry Larzelere was unanimously voted Treasurer.  Dorothy Hunter was reappointed by Chairman Leon Lakritz to continue as secretary of the Environmental Commission.

Minutes of the December 3, 2009 minutes were approved as presented.  The motion was made by Ann Culkin and seconded by Russ Price.  It was announced that Richard Winstead, Jr. was appointed as the Environmental Commission’s Planning Board Liaison for 2010, and Michelle Martin will continue as Council Liaison.
Treasurer’s Report


Harry Larzelere reported a balance of $60.03 in our 2009 budget.  For the new year, the temporary budget has been set at $700.  Harry announced that he will provide us with an estimated budget for 2010.

Guests


There were no guests.

Old Business
Tree Trust Fund


There was no financial report presented; however it was mentioned that two trees purchased for the Birches School were funded by the Tree Trust Fund.
Clean Up Day/Clean Up Awareness Campaign

No report.

Recycling Campaign/America Recycles Day

Vicky Binetti  plans to bring her recycling display from the Library to the Municipal Building this month.  She also plans to work with Public Works to energize the recycling program in the Township.  Ann Culkin expressed concern that some Township residents do not fully understand recycling rules and asked that we consider reaching out, particularly to seniors, to clear up any confusion.  It was announced that Rich Fini is working on a revision to our existing recycling ordinance to include construction and demolition materials.
Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement

Vicky Binetti agreed to work with Jeff Moore to get some information out on the Township website and local TV station in regards to recommendations relative to the Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement.  Last month, several members of the Environmental Commission, along with Jeff Moore and Anina Hogan
, Township Engineer, met with Toria Williams of NJ Clean Energy to learn about incentives the Township can initiate to encourage energy conservation among its residents.
Wellhead Protection


Vicky Binetti had nothing new to report; however, she reiterated her concerns regarding the re-zoning of property on Berlin-Cross Keys Road that lies within wellhead protection areas.

Environmental Commission Planning Calendar


Leon Lakritz will assume responsibility for coordinating the Planning Calendar.

Earth Day 2010

In order to distribute tree seedlings at Earth Day, Lola Pellegrino needs newspaper (no inserts) and large plastic bags which are used to distribute the Sunday papers.  She asked members to start saving them.  Lola also requested that we invite representatives from NJ Clean Energy to Earth Day. Ann Culkin announced she is contacting the schools to begin the process for the Earth Day poster contest.
Guest Lecturers/Presentations


Vicky Binetti proposed that we combine a guest lecture with Toria Williams of Clean Energy and representatives from Atlantic Electric on a greenhouse gas reduction plan for the Township.
Stream Sampling


The next stream sampling will take place in the spring of 2010.  Temporarily this topic will be removed from the agenda.

New Business
Planning & Zoning Board Applications


Rich Fini reported on the following meetings:


Planning Board:

12/1/09 Meeting – No applications presented.

12/29/09 Meeting – No applications presented. Reviewed Master Plan.
01/07/10 Meeting – Reorganization meeting – No applications presented.

Zoning Board:
12/14/09 :

· Clearwire cell tower at 449 Woodbury-Turnersville Road (use variance) was approved.

· T-Mobile at Grenloch Fire Station and Thies Road (conditional uses) were both postponed.
Open Space

As reported by Harry Larzelere,  the Township is considering the purchase of the 35-acre Heim tract located on Bells Lake Road as open space.

Council Report


Michelle Martin reported that Council reorganized at their January 6, 2010 meeting.   There was no other business.

Correspondence


Leon Lakritz received the quarterly report from Whitestone Associates concerning the United Auto Mall.   Rich Fini suggested setting up a spreadsheet to keep track of and monitor the results of the lab reports.  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m. on a motion made by Harry Larzelere and seconded by Ann Culkin.
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