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Minutes of February 4, 2010 Meeting

Meeting was called to order by Chairman Leon Lakritz.  In attendance were Vicky Binetti, Harry Larzelere, Russ Price, Anne Hastings, Lola Pellegrino, Richard Winstead, Rich Fini, Mark Phillips, Jodi Smith, and Ann Culkin.  Minutes from the January 7 reorganization meeting were approved unanimously by a motion made by Russ Price and seconded by Harry Larzelere.

Treasurer’s Report


Harry Larzelere, Treasurer, reported a balance of $700 in our temporary budget.

Old Business

Tree Trust Fund


No report in Michelle Martin’s absence.

Clean Up Day 

Lola Pellegrino requested members to save cardboard boxes in good condition that would be appropriate to hold clean-up day supplies.

Recycling Campaign


Rich Fini drafted a revision to the current Township Recycling Ordinance.  He proposed two new articles.  The first new article would address new developments of multi-family residential units or commercial, institutional or industrial properties.  Any application before the Planning or Zoning Boards would be required to include a recycling plan.  The second new article would pertain to construction renovation and demolition debris which requires that a debris recovery plan be filed with the Township Recycling Coordinator prior to the commencement of any activity for which municipal approval is required.  Copies of the proposed revision were distributed to the Environmental Commission, and Rich requested members to review and provide comments.

Wellhead Protection


Vicky Binetti had no new report.
 
Planning Calendar

Leon Lakritz is in the process of setting up the Environmental Commission’s planning calendar to keep track of our events and programs for the coming year.  He will send a copy to members once it is completed.
WTEC Annual Report to the Mayor


The annual report to Mayor Lyons is due, and Leon asked members to submit their contributions on events that they organized in 2009.

Earth Day 2010


The poster contest is being organized by Ann Culkin who has met with the coordinator of events for the elementary schools to facilitate the process.  Because posters were submitted last year without proper identification, it is now a requirement this year that all posters contain the student’s name, school, telephone number, etc.  To be certain this is done, Ann is having the posters stamped with the fields for contact information.   Blank posters will be distributed to the schools on February 18 for completion  by March 31st.  She also mentioned that the Environmental Commission has been invited to speak on closed-circuit TV in six school assemblies at the end of March or beginning of April to promote the contest and Earth Day.


Lola Pellegrino announced that 1,000 white pine and 1,000 tulip poplar tree seedlings have been ordered.  These species were selected on the recommendation of the grower who said they would do well in this area.


Anne Hastings presented a review of the vendors and organizations who have responded that they will participate in Earth Day 2010.  She is still trying to develop new groups and new ideas and asked members to reach out and come up with suggestions.

Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement


As part of the Mayor’s Climate Protection initiatives to reduce consumption of green house gases and conserve energy, Toria Williams of the New Jersey Clean Energy Program has been invited to speak at a lecture on February 11 (subsequently postponed due to the weather until March 18th at 7:00 p.m.) in the Municipal Building starting at 7:00 p.m.  Light refreshments will be served.  She will present Township residents with ideas on how to reduce energy use and energy costs in their homes or businesses, how to take advantage of rebates and promotions for energy audits and energy-efficient appliances, how to replace cooling and heating systems with energy-efficient ones and obtain rebates and save on utility bills.  She will also speak on how to get financial incentives for installing renewable energy systems.


Members of the Commission were asked to post flyers in their neighborhoods.  A press release has been scripted, and the lecture will be posted on the Township website.  Everyone is welcome to attend.
New Business

Planning and Zoning Boards


Rich Fini highlighted recent agenda items at the Planning and Zoning Boards as follows:

· Planning Board 1/13/10 - No projects were presented.  The Planning Board did, however, discuss the Master Plan revisions, specifically related to lot use per lot, clean energy, the sign ordinance, and abandonment.
· Planning Board 2/2/10 – Discussion of Master Plan revisions was presented by Richard Winstead.

· Zoning Board 1/13/10 – This was a reorganization meeting.  One project, MBI Development, came in on a preapproved project (Holiday Village) to make some modifications for 110 affordable housing units on Delsea Drive.  Applicant received use variance approval and preliminary site plan approval.
· Zoning Board 2/3/10 – One project was before the Board, and that was another cell tower installation on the existing water tower on Woodbury-Turnersville Road.

Washington Township Environmental Appointments


Leon Lakritz contacted Mayor Lyons regarding a resolution to the problem that the terms of seven Environmental Commission members expire in December 2010;  he hopes to discuss this with the Mayor soon.
Committee Reports
Open Space


Harry Larzelere and Leon Lakritz announced they are going to Bunker Hill School on Friday, February 5, to give an overview on Open Space.

Council Report


No report in Michelle Martin’s absence.

Correspondence


The Environmental Commission received a request from the Gloucester County Nature Club to support Bird Quest as a co-sponsor.  This annual event will be held on May 1st.
Meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p.m.
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