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Minutes of December 3, 2009 Meeting

Meeting was called to order by Rick Eckert.  In attendance were Vicky Binetti, Harry Larzelere,  Lola Pellegrino, Russ Price, Ann Culkin, Leon Lakritz, Jodie Smith, Anne Hastings, Rich Fini, Mark Phillips, and Michelle Martin.  Minutes of the November 5, 2009 meeting were approved as corrected.  Rick Eckert and Vicky Binetti abstained.

Treasurer’s Report

Harry Larzelere  reported that the balance in the Environmental Commission budget, after pending bills, is estimated at $187.  He also reported that the balance in the Tree Trust Fund is $220,256 and that there is $890.79 in the Clean Up Day Fund.
Guests

No guests were present tonight.

Old Business
Recycling Campaign/America Recycles Day

Vicky Binetti erected a display for the month of November in the library promoting recycling.  The Mayor would like to increase recycling from 20% to 30% in the near future; the ultimate State-wide goal is 50%.   An ad pertaining to recycling is currently being shown on the local access channels.  Vicky noted that the Township was reported to have received a grant of $82,500 to assist in recycling efforts.
Wellhead Protection

 Vicky Binetti  noted that the Township Council was considering re-zoning a property on Berlin Cross Keys Road from Neighborhood Commercial to Highway Commercial.  The property is in Tier 1 and 2 of Wellhead Protection Areas for several of the Township’s public water supply wells.    
WTEC Planning Calendar
This topic was postponed until January 2010 meeting.
Earth Day
Anne Hastings announced that she has a commitment from Rowan Radio Station WGLS to be present at Earth Day 2010.  A new Earth Day banner will be purchased.  A number of vendors were suggested who could design and fabricate the banner.  Members were asked to suggest a possible theme for Earth Day.  Robin Dahm agreed to work with Jeff Moore to promote Earth Day on the Township website.  It was noted that the Township website receives 36,000 contacts per month so this appears to be a good avenue for advertising this event.

Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement

On November 20, 2009, Vicky Binetti, Harry Larzelere,  Chet Nawoyski, Leon Lakritz, along with Mayoral Assistant Jeff Moore and Township Engineer, Anina Hogan, met with Toria Williams of NJ Clean Energy, to learn about incentives available to the Township to encourage energy conservation by residents.  Ms. Williams advised that the Township could gain additional benefits by becoming certified as a sustainable community by Sustainable Jersey, a program supported by the League of Municipalities.


Ms. Hogan is developing the Township’s application for assistance in performing energy audits of its principal buildings.  Ms. Hogan is also working on a community-wide energy conservation plan.


Anne Hastings inquired as to how Washington Township could become a “tree city.”  Michelle Martin suggested that we might consult Mr. Chell, our Township solicitor, who may be familiar with how Mantua Township pursued that designation.  Members discussed our previous investigation regarding establishing a Shade Tree Commission; when this was researched several years ago, the Environmental Commission determined that the Township did not have the capacity and resources to support such a program.
New Business

 Planning and Zoning Boards

Zoning Board, 11/9/09 – Clearwire Cell Tower and T-Mobile were postponed.
Resignation


Rick Eckert announced that he will be stepping down as a member of the Environmental Commission due to other commitments.  Rick will be greatly missed by all because of the outstanding work he did as a member and Chairman of the Environmental Commission.
Committee Reports

Open Space


Harry Larzelere had no report.

Council Report


Michelle Martin  said that the Township is updating its plan for low- and moderate-income housing. 
Stream Sampling 


Stream sampling was cancelled due to heavy rains.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:45 p.m
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Lola Pellegrino, Member WTEC

