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Minutes for March 4, 2010 Meeting

Meeting was called to order by Chairman Leon Lakritz.  In attendance were Lola Pellegrino, Harry Larzelere, Vicky Binetti, Russ Price, Jodi Smith, Ann Culkin, Anne Hastings, Chet Nawoyski, Rich Fini, Michelle Martin, and guest Mike Pascetto.  Minutes of our February 4, 2010 meeting were approved unanimously on a motion made by Harry Larzelere and seconded by Vicky Binetti.

Treasurer’s Report

Harry Larzelere, Treasurer, reported a balance of $700 in the temporary budget of the Environmental Commission.

Guests

· Scafisi (112 Ganttown Road) – Joseph Scafisi, Director of Operations for Scafisi, Inc., and Brian S. Peterman, P.E., C.M.E., of Peterman Maxcy Associates and engineer for development of this project,  attended our meeting to present an overview of their plans to build an 18,000 sq. ft., two-story office building on Ganttown Road.  The applicant seeks a waiver from providing an Environmental Impact Statement and a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment.  Applicant previously submitted an abbreviated Phase I which confirms that no underground tanks, wells, or septic systems are located on the site.   The applicant discussed their plans for storm water management and also confirmed that they have a maintenance plan in place.  Rich Fini asked Applicant to perform a Federal and State database search for any incident of hazardous activity or other environmental concern on the site and also to interview persons knowledgeable of the property’s history and its uses.  The Applicant also discussed their tree plan.  The Environmental Commission review and calculations resulted in a small difference in the number of compensation trees required.  The Environmental Commission will forward their recommendation in advance of Applicant’s appearance before the Zoning Board in early April.  On a motion made by Vicky Binetti, and seconded by Jodi Smith, the Environmental Commission concurred that we will have no objection to the granting of waivers for preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement and Phase I Environmental Site Assessment provided that the Applicant provides the above-mentioned database search and provides a report once they interview knowledgeable persons on the history of the site.  Also, the Environmental Commission recommends that the Tree Plan be revised to reflect the correct number of tree inches required to be compensated, to identify trees proposed to be planted for compensation, and to provide contribution to the Tree Trust Fund for the balance of the compensation obligation.
Old Business

Tree Trust Fund


Michelle Martin had no new report.

Clean Up Day/Clean Up Awareness Campaign


Anne Hastings had no report at this time.

Recycling Campaign/America Recycles Day

Rich Fini reminded members that he is awaiting comments from Commission members regarding the proposed addition to the recycling ordinance, copies of which he distributed at last month’s meeting.

Wellhead Protection


Vicky Binetti had no report.

WTEC Planning Calendar


Leon Lakritz announced that he distributed electronic copies of the 2010 WTEC Planning  Calendar to members.

Stream Sampling


Leon Lakritz, chairman of this event, announced that the next stream sampling will be conducted on April 10th.

2010 Earth Day

Lola Pellegrino asked members collecting newspapers and plastic bags for tree seedlings to bring them to the Park on the day of the event.  Chet Nawoyski and Ann Culkin are coordinating the poster contest, and blank posters were distributed to the 4th grade elementary schools.  They have obtained permission to display the posters in the rear of the main assembly room in the Municipal Building.  Anne Hastings reported on the latest meeting of the Earth Day sub-committee on March 3rd and highlighted their progress and activities.   One of the two newly purchased Earth Day banners was displayed at tonight’s meeting.


Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement

Vicky Binetti participated in an ANJEC Webinar for Community Energy Outreach Training on February 17.  The webinar included presentations on the New Jersey Clean Energy Program Community Partners Initiative, and coordination with the Sustainable Jersey Program
Guest Lectures/Presentations


The lecture by Toria Williams of the New Jersey Clean Energy Program, “Your Power to Save,” was postponed due to inclement weather on February 11.  The new date is March 18th  in the Municipal Building starting at 7:00 p.m.  Ann Culkin agreed to distribute flyers with the new date.

WTEC Appointments


Leon Lakritz followed up with Mayor Lyons on the appointments for the seven Commissioners whose terms expire at the end of this year.  The Mayor advised he will make his decision in December.

New Business

Planning and Zoning Boards

Rich Fini reported Planning and Zoning Board activity as follows:

· Planning Board – No projects.

· Zoning Board – February 8, 2010:
· Clearwire cell tower on Woodbury-Turnersville Road was approved
· Parke Bank on Egg Harbor and Cross Keys Road was approved for two signs.  Part of this application included the replacement of six street trees.

ANJEC Commissioner Training


Ann Culkin announced that ANJEC is providing environmental commissioner training  in Vineland if anyone is interested.

United Auto Group


Rich Fini reported receiving a phone call from the engineer on this project, and he requested relief from ground water testing.  Mr. Fini reminded him that a continuing ground water monitoring program was a condition of site plan approval for the project.
Committee Reports

Open Space


Leon Lakritz remarked that trees will be planted this Spring as a part of the  Twin Ponds East basin restoration project during the second week in April.

Council Report

Michelle Martin had no report.

Correspondence


The Environmental Commission received an invitation to attend and support Bird Quest which is being held on May 1st.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m.
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