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Minutes of May 7, 2009 Meeting

Meeting was called to order by Rick Eckert.  In attendance were Harry Larzelere, Ann Culkin, Russ Price, Jodi Smith, Robin Dahm, Vicky Binetti, Lola Pellegrino, Leon Lakritz, Anne Hastings, Rich Fini, Mark Phillips, and Chet Nawoyski.  Harry Larzelere made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 2, 2009.  Ann Culkin seconded that motion. No one opposed; Harry Larzelere abstained.
Treasurer’s Report


Harry Larzelere gave the budget report and noted that we have $919.53 remaining in the Commission’s  temporary budget.

New Commissioner


Mayor Lyons was present for the swearing in of Anne Hastings as a new commissioner on the Environmental Commission.  Anne has been a member of the Commission for several years and is a key organizer of Earth Day for the past two years.

Guests

· Ledden Lane Subdivision – Robert Mintz, Esquire, along with Henry Haley, Engineer, and Mr. & Mrs. Bahri Yilmaz, owners of the property, came before the Commission tonight to review their proposed minor subdivision located on Ledden Lane in the Township of Washington.  The property consists of 5.04 acres which will be divided into three lots.  Currently three structures exist on site.  Two will be demolished, and one will be retained for future use.  There is public water and also septic systems on the property.  Their engineer assured the Commission that the septic systems are 150 ft. away from the stream corridor, and that the existing well will be properly sealed.  

The Environmental Commission is in agreement with their submitted tree plan.  


On a motion made by Leon Lakritz, seconded by Russ Price, the Commission 


voted in favor and will recommend to the Zoning Board that they 
accept applicant’s calculations to 
replace 37 trees on site contingent on applicant’s satisfaction of the $1,500 permit fee.


Further discussion of the historical use of this site revealed that it was farmland prior to 1940.  
Because it is suspected that pesticides were utilized and 
that this property is now residential, the 
Environmental Commission will recommend to the Zoning Board that soil sampling be required.

Old Business
Tree Trust Fund


Michelle Martin was not in attendance so we did not receive a report this evening.  

Township Clean Up Day


No report

Wellhead Protection


No report

Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement


No report

Tree Ordinance


This topic will be removed from future agendas.

Stream Sampling


Leon Lakritz reported another successful stream sampling on May 2nd.  Fifteen 6th grade students  participated along with Chet Nawoyski, Ann Culkin, Robin Dahm, Russ Price, Michelle Martin, Bob Sarrentino, Rick Eckert, Frank Vavra from EPA, and Kauser Jahan from Rowan University.  The students will be presented with a certificate at the televised Council meeting on May 27th.

Earth Day


Anne Hastings held a meeting with committee members to review Earth Day and to plan for next year.  She would like to arrange more entertainment and activities for the kids.  The basil plant give-aways were very popular and will be considered for next year as well..  News coverage from the Courier Post, Trend, and Gloucester County Times was good and was very important in the success of Earth Day.  She would like to consider shuttle service next year as parking was at a premium because of the other events in the Park.  More trash and recyle cans were needed..  In 2010, Anne would like to see more seating near the food vendors.  Anne reported a balance in the Earth Day account of $1,141.00,
Guest Lecturers


Chet Nawoyski agreed to contact Atlantic City Electric to coordinate a 45 minute presentation on Conservation and Insulation energy savers.  AC Electric requires two weeks’ notice.  Chet will check to insure that the date selected does not conflict with scheduled school and township events.
New Business

Planning and Zoning Boards


Rich Fini reported on current applications as follows:

· Planning Board, April 7

· Joseph Scafisi, 342 Delsea Drive.  Final major subdivision approved.

· Pitman Animal Hospital , 654 Delsea Drive.  Work session for addition.

· Planning Board, April 21

· Pitman Animal Hospital, 654 Delsea Drive.  Preliminary and final major site plan.

· Planning Board, May 5 – Meeting was cancelled as there were no projects to review.

· Zoning Board, April 13
· Deo, 312 Delsea Drive.  Bulk variance for rear yard setback and frontage.

· Sciotto, 65 Orion Way.  Bulk variance for porch.

· Harbour Plaza, MLG Realty, 288 Egg Harbor Road.  Final Site Plan was approved.

· T-Mobile, 116 Sewell Road.  Amended site plan for deferral of sidewalks.

· Virtua, 239 Hurffville Crosskeys Rd.  Sales trailer received approval.

Committee Reports

Open Space


Harry Larzelere reported on the Open Space Committee’s project to build a raised bed to enhance the landscape upon entering Washington Township on Egg Harbor Road, just opposite the Old Stone House Village.  On May 21, students from Bunker Hill Middle School’s Eco Club will plant trees and flowering shrubs under the guidance of Jim McCann from Parks and Recreation. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 p.m. on a motion by Russ Price, seconded by Leon Lakritz.
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