
 Township of Washington 
                                                         Gloucester County
March 24, 2010
Washington Township Municipal Building
7:00 P.M

Council President Timmons called the meeting to order.  He asked everyone to stand for the pledge of allegiance to the flag.

Council President Timmons delivered the Sunshine Law and the awareness to the town.
    
Roll Call: Mr. Timmons- present, Mr. Newman- present, Mr. Frattali – present Mr. MacDowell – absent, Mrs. Martin – present, Mr. Chell- present, Mrs. Breslin- present, Mayor Lyons- present, and Mrs. Bileci- present.

PROCLAMATION:

Donille Meloche and Brian Mickle spoke on behalf of the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life event. The event will be held on Friday May 21, 2010 at 6 P.M. into Saturday morning May 22, 2010.  This event will be held at Chestnut Branch Park 401 Main Street in Mantua.  Donille also did an activity with the audience that had shown, for the most part, we all know someone who is affected by cancer.  Mayor Lyons explained some of the local cancer numbers and encouraged the community’s participation in the upcoming event.  Mayor Lyons also stated that he would have the information posted on the Township website.

PRESENTATION:

Mayor Lyons recognized the Washington Township High School Wrestling Team. The team is South Jersey’s Group Four champions and the Mayor commended them on a tremendous year as a team.  Mayor Lyons also recognized Coach Ralph Ross as over all coach of the year.  Coach Ross explained of some of the wrestling team’s events over the last year and how well they did.  Coach Ross thanked the Parents, Booster Club, Administrators, Middle School Coaches, Athletic Directors the Mayor and all of Council.

The Environmental Commissions Ann Hastings spoke about Earth Day.  Ann stated that Earth Day will be held on April 17, 2010 and the is rain date April 18, 2010.  Ann also explained the activities that will be in the Washington Lake Park for Earth Day.  Rowan’s radio station 89.7 WGOS will MC the event and there will also be a live band.  There will be 130 venders, face painting, pony rides, temporary tattoos, food venders, live animals, crafts.  Ann also stated that E-Waste Experts a recycling company will attend Earth Day. If anyone has any old computers, monitors, or discs they could dispose of them for a nominal fee.   The Environmental Commission would also like to ask if you attend the event could you please bring a nonperishable item for Mothers Cupboard.  Chet Newaski mentioned the 2nd Annual Earth Day poster contest and this year’s theme is recycling.  He explained that the 4th grade elementary students can pick up poster board from their art teachers.  The posters will be picked up and judged on the 14th and then be on displayed at the Earth Day. Mayor Lyons spoke on the budget and that we are in unchartered waters. Mayor Lyons said the Township is under financial strain.  Mayor Lyons stated that the Township budget would have to undergo some changes. He also explained the  extreme cost of snow removal, increase in pensions, and insurances along with trash removal cost.  Mayor Lyons stated that we are in difficult times. Mayor Lyons stated that the Township would be in pursuant of state funds due to the two” State of Emergency “snow storms that hit the east coast. Mayor Lyons reported that if Council had any budget saving suggestions that should speak  with the Business Administrator.  Mayor Lyons stated that some of the ways, he is working on finding budget savings is through salary reductions, and with the employees whose positions were not filled after they left and their duties being put on to the remaining staff.  Mayor Lyons also stated that these are difficult decisions that the Township has to make and that one of the changes would be the canceling of the parade.  Mayor Lyons met with the Parade Committee and thanked them for their years of dedication and commitment. The Township would also be canceling some of the events in the Washington Lake Park since it is too costly for our Townships budget.  Mayor Lyons stated that the Township would reconsider all of the budget cuts.  Mayor Lyons also mentioned that in time the Township would certainly bring back the Parade and the Washington Lake Park summer events, as soon as the Township’s budget recovers from the economic hardship.  

ORDINANCE #6-2010: ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF CONSERVATION EASEMENT FROM KENNEDY UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL, LLC, BLOCK82.04, LOT 19.03 & 19.04

Public Hearing
Mr. Chell read Ordinance.

Motion to Open: Mr. Frattali, 2nd Mr. Newman
All in favor

Motion to Close: Mr. Frattali, 2nd Mrs. Martin
All in Favor

Motion to Move Ordinance #6-2010: Mrs. Martin, 2nd Mr. Frattali
Roll Call 4 yes votes

ORDINANCE #8-2010: ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF CONSERVATION EASEMENT FROM BAHRI YILMAZ, BLOCK 113, LOT 13

Public Hearing
Mr. Chell read Ordinance.

Motion to Open: Mrs. Martin, 2nd Mr. Frattali
All in Favor 

Motion to Close: Mr. Newman, 2nd Mr. Frattali
All in Favor

Motion to Move Ordinance #8-2010:
Roll Call: 4 yes votes

ORDINANCE #9-2010: ORDINANCE AMENDING A CHAPTER OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WASHINGTON, CHAPTER 260- VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC

Public Hearing

Motion to Open: Mrs. Martin, 2nd Mr. Frattali
All in Favor

Motion to Close: Mr. Newman, 2nd Mr. Frattali
All in Favor

Motion to Move Ordinance #9-2010: Mr. Frattali, 2nd Mr. Newman
Roll Call 4 yes votes

ORDINANCE #10-2010: ORDINANCE AMENDING A SECTION OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WASHINGTON, CHAPTER 285, TO ADD AN ARTICLE ENTITLED SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS AND AMENDING CHAPTER 80 ENTITLED FEES

Public Hearing

Motion to Open: Mrs. Martin, 2nd Mr. Newman
All in Favor

Motion to Close: Mr. Newman, 2nd Mr. Frattali 
All in Favor

Motion to Move Ordinance #10-2010: Mr. Newman, 2nd Mrs. Martin
Roll Call 4 yes votes

RESOLUTION # 58-2010: A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TAX REFUNDS

Mr. Chell read Resolution.

Motion to Move Resolution #58-2010: Mrs. Martin, 2nd Mr. Newman
Roll Call 4 yes votes

RESOLUTION #59-2010: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING WAIVING OF INTEREST ON TAXES IN THE AMOUNT OF $27.41 FOR BLOCK 6.03, LOT 27 

Mr. Chell read Resolution.

Motion to Move Resolution #59-2010: Mrs. Martin, 2nd Mr. Newman
Roll Call 4 yes votes

RESOLUTION #60-2010: RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WASHINGTON SUPPORTING AN APPLICATION FILED BY THE HEIN FAMILY FOR THE OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION PROGRAM OF THE COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER FOR BLOCK 117, LOT 2, BELLS LAKE ROAD

Mr. Chell read Resolution.

Motion to Move Resolution #60-2010: Mr. Frattali, 2nd Mr. Newman
Roll Call 4 yes votes

RESOLUTION #61-2010: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ENGINEER TO ADVERTISE FOR PUBLIC BID FOR DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS TO STABLE DRIVE 

Mr. Chell read Resolution.

Motion to Move Resolution #61-2010: Mrs. Martin, 2nd Mr. Newman
Roll Call 4 yes votes

RESOLUTION #62-2010: RESOLUTION APPROVING THE REDUCTION OF THE PERFORMANCE BOND OF HAMPTON INN BLOCK 196, LOTS 5.06 & 5.08

Mr. Chell read Resolution.

Motion to Move Resolution #62-2010: Mr. Newman, 2nd 
Roll Call 4 yes votes

RESOLUTION #63-2010: RESOLUTION APPROVING THE FIRE COMMISSIONERS’ ANNUAL COMPENSATION FOR THE YEAR 2010

Mr. Chell read Resolution.

Motion to Move Resolution #63-2010: Mrs. Martin, 2nd Mr. Newman
Roll Call 4 yes votes

RESOLUTION #64-2010: RESOLUTION CANCELING TAXES FOR A TOTALLY DISABLE VETERAN EDDIE C. LEE, SR LOCATED AT BLOCK 85.18, LOT 13 FOR THE TAX YEAR 2010 AND THEREAFTER AND REFUNDING TAXES PAID

Mr. Chell read Resolution.

Motion to Move Resolution #64-2010: Mrs. Martin, 2nd Mr. Newman
Roll Call 4 yes votes

RESOLUTION #65-2010: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A N EMERGENCY TEMPORARY APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS

Mr. Chell read Resolution.

Motion to Move Resolution #65-2010: Mr. Newman, 2nd Mr. Frattali
Roll Call 4 yes votes

RESOLUTION #66-2010: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TRANSFERS BETWEEN 2010 APPROPRIATIONS RESERVES  

Mr. Chell read Resolution.

Motion to Move Resolution #66-2010: Mrs. Martin, 2nd Mr. Newman
Roll Call 4 yes votes

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST #1 

Motion to Move: Mr. Frattali, 2nd Mrs. Martin 
Roll Call 4 yes votes 

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST #2

Motion to Move: Mr. Frattali, 2nd Mr. Newman
Roll Call 4 yes votes

APPROVAL OF, FEBRUARY 24, 2010 AND MARCH 10, 2010 MINUTES

Motion to Move: Mrs. Martin, 2nd Mr. Newman 
Roll Call 4 yes votes

APPROVAL OF VENDING/ARCADE LICENSES:

Motion to Move: Mrs. Martin, 2nd Mr. Newman
Roll Call 4 yes votes

REPORTS

Mrs. Martin reported on Earth Day and that it is being held on April 17, 2010 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM in Washington Lake Park.  Mrs. Martin also stated that on April 10, 2010 there will be stream sampling at Orchard Valley Middle School with Middle School students along with the Environmental Commission.  Mrs. Martin reported on the Planning Board and that they have not had any new applications only people coming for repairs.

Mr. Frattali reported that on the March 8, 2010 the Zoning Board had three applications.  T-Moble was postponed until March 12, 2010.  Mr. Frattali also reported on the Economic Development Board meeting on March 3, 2010.  He also explained that that Mayor Lyons gave his official permission to change their name from the Advisory Board of Economic Development to the Economic Development Board.   Mr. Frattali explained that the board is into its third round discussion of our new Township Logo. Mr. Frattali stated the Board discussed several options.  The Township is doing away with the George Washington Logo and going with a State of New Jersey icon with a star where Washington Township is located within the State.  Mr. Frattali stated that the Economic Development Board would like to attract new businesses as well.  The Economic Development is interested in sponsoring a Town Hall Economic Development Meeting targeting new and small businesses in Town.  Mr. Frattali stated he would like to introduce some of the small businesses and new businesses to South Jersey‘s Chamber of Commerce as well as New Jersey Economic Development Authority.  Mr. Frattali would also like to once again invite Mr. Justin Kaeon a Business Development Officer from Urban and Community Development representative for the NJEDA to speak to our local businesses owners about finance needs.  Mr. Frattali stated that the NJEDA has several business programs available.

Mr. Newman has no reports at this time.

Mr. Timmons reported that the Veterans Advisory Board would like to recognize two people. Joe Casal on donating the Pavers from the Philadelphia Flower Show and Steve Smith for picking the pavers up from Philadelphia and driving over to Washington Township.  Mr. Timmons also reported on the Veterans Memorial Day Services which will be held on May 31, 2010 at 11:00 AM at the Franklin Atkinson’s All Vet’s Park.  Mr. Timmons reported on the Historic Commission and that it is renting the Village out for a wedding which will be held on April 12, 2010.  Mr. Timmons also mention that there would be a Classic Car Show at the Village on April 24, 2010 from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  Mr. Timmons stated that the Senior Advisory Board membership drive is always in place for our senior’s to take advantage of.  Mr. Timmons ask if anyone would like a membership please stop in any Monday through Friday for a tour.

Mayor Lyons reiterated on the financial hardship of the Township.  Mayor Lyons stated he is well aware these difficulties go right into the household.  Mayor Lyons wanted to assure that the Administration, Department Heads and Council are in the middle of this process and trying to bring a lot of insight.  Mayor Lyons assures he will pursue every opportunity to save money. Mayor Lyons also stated that we will feel the impact of the economy in our homes and in our Township with a reduction in our programming and sometimes in the ability of getting things done.  Mayor Lyons also thanked Congressman Andrew’s office for their help with the first round of FEMA reinbriustment.  Mayor Lyons assures that the work is well under way and he is here to listen especially to any suggestions in regards to the budget. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Motion to Open: Mr. Frattali, 2nd Mrs. Martin
All in Favor

Motion to Close: Mr. Frattali, 2nd Mr. Newman 
All in Favor

Motion to Adjourn: Mrs. Martin, 2nd Mr. Frattali 
All in Favor
	
Announcements: 

· The next Council meeting will be on April 14, 2010 at 7 PM.

 
Respectfully Submitted,



Jennica Bileci, Township Clerk 


 
