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Washington Township 

Environmental Commission  
 

2014 ANNUAL REPORT 
 
 

The Annual Report highlights significant activities and accomplishments of the Washington Township 

Environmental Commission during 2014. 

 

2014 Membership 

Appointed Members:   Associate Members: 

Leon Lakritz, Chair   Ed Andricola 

Vicky Binetti, Vice Chair   Patricia Burns 
Harry Larzelere, Treasurer  Robin Dahm 
John Boyer, Planning Board Member Rich Fini 
Ann Culkin    Steve Hastings 
Anne Hastings    Michael Keating 
Russ Price    Mark Phillips 
Lola Pellegrino, Alternate  Jodie Smith 
Chet Nawoyski, Alternate  Bob Starrantino 
 
Dorothy Hunter, Secretary 
 
Council Liaison:  Michelle Martin 
 

2014 Meetings 
The Environmental Commission meets on the first Thursday of each month, with workshop meetings on 

third Thursdays, as needed.  Meetings in 2014 were convened on the following dates: 

 January 16  September 4 
 February 6  September 18 (workshop) 
 March 6  October 2 
 April 3   October 23 (workshop) 
 May 1   November 6 
 June 5   November 20 (workshop) 
 July 2   December 4 
 August 7 
 
Minutes of regular meetings are posted on the Washington Township website, at 
www.twp.washington.nj.us (see Boards & Commissions). 
  

 
 

The purpose of the 

Environmental 

Commission is the 

protection, development 

and use of natural 

resources, including 

water resources, in 

Washington Township.  

(Washington Township  

Code §2-61)  

 

http://www.twp.washington.nj.us/
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Land Development Project Reviews 

 
 

The Washington Township Environmental Commission 

(WTEC) performs reviews of land development projects 

submitted to our Planning Board and Zoning Board of 

Adjustment. While all aspects of a project application are 

important, the WTEC pays particular attention to potential 

environmental impacts to natural resources, such as the 

conservation of natural and landscape features and 

vegetation, particularly tree cover; the protection of surface 

and ground water resources, especially through appropriate 

stormwater management; and the potential for land or water 

pollution from past contamination or from planned land use activities.  Written reports documenting 

these reviews are submitted to the Planning Board or Zoning Board of Adjustment, as appropriate. 

 

Reviews for the following projects were submitted to the Washington Township Planning Board in 2014: 

 AZ Turnersville, LLC (Auto Zone) – Block 133, Lot 1 – Site plan 

 Cedar Properties, LLC – Block 192, Lot 4 – Site plan 

 Fish Pond Equities, LLC – Block 82.15, Lot 17 – Site plan waiver/Tree plan waiver 

 Kabin, LLC (formerly 1765 Springdale Road, aka Kadar) – Block 193, Lot 6.03 – Amended site plan 

 M&T at 263 Blackwood-Barnsboro Road/Children of America (formerly E&R Properties/Children 

of America) – Block 6, Lot 2.04 and Block 5, Lot 1.01 – Site plan 

 PAG Turnersville AU, LLC – Block 115, Lot 21.03 – Site plan 

 Parke Place Townhouses – Section 15 – Block 51.01, Lot 1 – Site plan 

 Parkewood Manor (aka Parke Place Townhouses – Section 13) – Block 51.09, Lot 1 – Site plan 

 

Reviews for the following projects were submitted to the Washington Township Zoning Board of 

Adjustment in 2014: 

 Antietam Wireless Services, LLC – Block 199, Lot 16 – Amended site plan 

 New Cingular Wireless/Duffield Run – Block 82.83, Lot 8.01 – Use variance and Site plan 

 Portfolio One, LLC (formerly HCR Manor Care) – Block 86.15, Lot 8 – Site plan (expansion) 
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Earth Day Celebration 
                                                               

Saturday, April 26th was a spectacular 

day at Washington Lake Park as the 

Washington Township Environmental 

Commission held their 24th Annual 

Earth Day Celebration.  The WTEC 

strives to educate visitors about 

various environmental topics and 

increase awareness of water quality, litter and pollution problems at 

this free event.  This year, the Environmental Commission gave away 1800 White Pine and Black Gum 

tree seedlings to visitors, along with basil plants, environmentally-themed toys, books, brochures and 

other hand-outs for children of all ages.  Local Girl Scouts made S'mores in pizza box solar ovens, 

conducted trail tours and held a ground-breaking ceremony for their Butterfly Garden.   

 
Among the 100 exhibitors and vendors were 

NJ Food & Water Watch, Fin Free New Jersey, 

the Gloucester County Nature Club, Master 

Gardeners, the Washington Township Open 

Space Advisory Committee, the Office of 

Recycling, several 4H clubs and local animal 

shelters, as well as vendors selling recycled 

crafts and jewelry, food vendors and face 

painters.  Each year the Commission hosts a 

4th grade poster contest and the winners were awarded prizes and congratulated by local elected 

officials.  Live and recorded music provided continuous entertainment on this beautiful Spring day.   

 
Washington Township’s Earth Day Celebration was featured in the Summer 2014 issue of the ANJEC 

Report, a quarterly publication of the Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions (ANJEC).      

   

                                                                 
 
 
The brochure for the Earth Day Celebration, which provides tips on environmental protection and lists 

participants, donors and other supporters, appears as an attachment to this report. 
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Washington Lake Park Trail Project 
 

 In 2013, the Environmental Commission was awarded a grant 

($780) by the Association of New Jersey Environmental 

Commissions (ANJEC), under their Open Space Stewardship 

Grants program.   The purpose of the grant was to assist the 

WTEC efforts to refresh nature trails in Washington Lake Park, 

and to create a trail guide.   Progress on the project was 

delayed in 2013 and early 2014, owing to several factors:  a 

sewer line collapse1 in the area adjacent to the new trail 

segment; an extended period of severe weather in Winter 

2013-2014; and significant activity by beavers at Cedar Lake, 

which inundated portions of several trails.  In cooperation with the Township’s Open Space Advisory 

Committee (OSAC), and with assistance from Public Works staff and Park Rangers, a new trail segment 

was completed connecting the area behind Parking Lot G (near the Butterfly Trail) and Washington Lake.   

Trail paths were cleared and mulch was refreshed by the Public Works and Park staff; volunteers from 

Girl Scout Troop 61574 cleaned trash and debris from several trail segments.   

 

The Girl Scout Troop also broke ground for a butterfly garden (with design assistance from the OSAC), 

appropriately adjacent to the Butterfly Trail.  Two Boy Scouts completed their Eagle Scout projects in the 

same vicinity (also with assistance from the OSAC):  one organized the installation of a mulched picnic 

area, complete with table and benches and surrounding shrubbery, and the second cleared and mulched 

a nearby segment of the Watchable Wildlife Trail and installation of bird boxes on trees along the trail. 

 

A new guide, Nature Trails: Washington 

Lake Park, was completed in October 2014, 

through the combined efforts of the WTEC 

and OSAC.  Printing of the guide was funded 

by the ANJEC grant.  (The guide is attached 

to this report.)  The WTEC wishes to 

acknowledge assistance provided by Chris 

Arizzi (senior graphic designer at PostNet 

and former Park Ranger) in the                  

development of a trail map that is included in the guide, and to PostNet for 

assistance in printing the guide.  Several new signs marking trail entrances have 

been installed.  Further installation of trail markers is planned at key locations 

to help hikers identify noteworthy vegetation and habitat features.  

                                                           
1
 The portion of sewer main that collapsed in November 2013, and which ruptured previously in 2012, is currently 

under repair by the Gloucester County Utilities Authority, along with other portions of the sewer collection system 
that transverses Washington Lake Park. 
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Other Natural Resource-Related Activities 

Endangered Species Protection 

Washington Township received a grant in 2013 ($11,950) from the US Fish and Wildlife Service and NJ 

Department of Environmental Protection to install 2100 linear feet of fence to protect the endangered 

plant Swamp Pink on one of the Township’s open space parcels.   The purpose of the fence is to deter 

damage to the plants by human vandalism or animal foraging.   Installation of the fence was completed 

in August 2014.  Oversight and maintenance of the fence will be performed by the South Jersey Land 

and Water Trust. 

Trees:  Conservation, Protection and Reforestation 

The Environmental Commission conducts a number of activities 

related to tree stewardship and maintenance of adequate tree 

cover in the Township.  The Environmental Commission reviews 

site development plans to assure conservation of existing natural 

vegetation (including trees) to the extent practical, and  

compliance with the Washington Township Tree Preservation and 

Maintenance Ordinance.   Written reports documenting these 

reviews are submitted to the Planning Board or Zoning Board of 

Adjustment.  In the course of these reviews, opportunities to 

protect existing trees from unnecessary destruction are identified, 

and recommendations as to optimal and adequate compensation 

for trees that must be removed are made to the Boards. 

In addition, the Environmental Commission, in cooperation with 

the Open Space Advisory Committee, identifies public grounds 

that would benefit by planting of individual or several trees, or by 

larger scale projects to install or restore stands of trees to aid in 

reforestation of open areas.   One such project undertaken in 2014 

was the installation of 67 trees by Public Works personnel in the 

storm water retention area adjacent to the Twin Ponds development.   The Environmental Commission 

also monitors payments to and expenditures from the Tree Trust Fund (which accrues funds as 

compensation for trees that are destroyed, principally in the course of land development). 

Canada Geese 

Large migratory and resident populations of Canada geese have frequented open fields and water 

bodies in the Township.  The high density of their flocks has created nuisance situations, particularly in 

Washington Lake Park, and suggests the need for more aggressive efforts to control the geese and 

discourage their presence.  The Environmental Commission investigated various techniques for control 

of Canada goose populations (including harassment/disruption using dogs, nest control and habitat 

modifications) and provided informal recommendations to the Administration. 

In our parks and backyards, 

near our streets and 

alongside our streams, trees 

make Washington Township 

a healthier and safer place 

to live.  Trees improve the 

aesthetic quality of our 

community and enhance the 

landscape.  They are also 

critical components of the 

natural infrastructure of 

our environment.  They help 

to control runoff and 

erosion, conserve water and 

soil, moderate temperature, 

reduce air and noise 

pollution, and provide 

shelter and habitat for 

wildlife. 



6 
 

Beavers  

In 2014, beavers dammed the outflow from Cedar Lake in Washington Lake Park.  The beavers felled a 

very large number of trees, and the damming raised water level of Cedar Lake substantially, inundating 

many acres of land and several nature trails in the Park.   The 

Environmental Commission sought advice on ecologically 

sound and humane means of managing the situation from Ms. 

Sarah Summerville, director of the Unexpected Wildlife 

Refuge and an expert on beavers.  Ms. Summerville’s 

recommendation to control water levels in Cedar Lake was 

implemented by Park personnel, and appears to have at least 

temporarily resolved the problem. 

 

Community Outreach and Communication 

Presentations and Exhibits 

In addition to extensive education and outreach efforts on environmental issues during the Annual Earth 

Day Celebration in April, the Environmental Commission hosted table exhibits and provided 

informational material at the following events: 

 “Celebration of Service” (Township Community Service Week) – March 13 

o Leon Lakritz, Chair of the Environmental Commission and of the Open Space Advisory 

Committee, was honored among the Township’s “Local Heroes” at the event 

 

 Super Saturday – May 10 

The Environmental Commission Chair made a presentation to an assembly of Chestnut Ridge Middle 

School students in April, reflecting on Earth Day and providing information on functions and activities of 

the Environmental Commission. 

The Environmental Commission and the Open Space Advisory Committee made a presentation to the 

Washington Township Rotary describing the scope and use of open space in the Township, and the 

Open Space Trust Fund, on June 5, 2014. 

Spring Lake Oil Spill 

Also, with Mayor Barbara Wallace’s facilitation, the 

Environmental Commission dedicated portions of its July and 

August meetings to information sharing on the June 29 oil spill 

that impacted Spring Lake in the vicinity of Hydra Lane and 

Pitman Downer Road.   The televised meetings were advertised 

to affected residents directly and to the public at large through 

the Township website and the media.   
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During the meeting on July 2, Fire Chief John Hoffman reported on 

events surrounding the discovery of the spill, immediate actions taken to 

contain and mitigate the spill and prevent further movement 

downstream toward Ward Lake, and tracking of the fuel to its entry point 

to the storm sewer system.  At the August meeting, in addition to Chief 

Hoffmann, senior officials and site managers from the New Jersey 

Department of Environmental Protection Emergency Response Program 

reported on the progress of the spill clean-up (an estimated 2700 gallons 

of petroleum substance had been recovered), the environmental damage 

and expected recovery.  (We anticipate hosting an additional, final visit 

by NJDEP personnel in the first quarter of 2015.)   Members of the Environmental Commission made 

numerous visits to the spill site during July and August, to monitor clean-up progress. 

 

Training/Seminars 

Members of the Environmental Commission participated in the following training opportunities in 2014: 

 Rutgers Cooperative Extension Water Resources Program and the Association of New Jersey 
Environmental Commissions (ANJEC) workshop:  Asking the Right Questions in Stormwater 
Review – April 4, 2014, Duke Farms, West Hillsborough, NJ  
 

 ANJEC and Atlantic City Electric seminar:  Stewarding Open Space and Successful Grant Writing 

for Open Space Projects - November 12, 2014, Millville, NJ. 

 

Other Activities 

Trail Tour in Washington Lake Park  

On July 26, 2014, photographer and naturalist Michael Hogan of the 

South Jersey Land and Water Trust (SJLWT) led a two-hour walk through 

several nature trails in Washington Lake Park, as part of SJLWT’s 

ongoing Tour of the Trails in Gloucester and Camden Counties.  Mr. 

Hogan schooled several dozen participants on the hardwood forest and 

wetland habitats in the Park, pointing out native plants, shrubs and 

trees and invasive species. 
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Park Bench Dedication:  Paul Greger   

On October 11, community and political leaders joined 

members and friends of the Environmental Commission and 

the South Jersey Land and Water Trust and members of the 

Greger family in the dedication of a memorial bench to honor 

Paul Greger.  The bench overlooks Koi Pond in Washington 

Lake Park.  Mr. Greger, who passed away in 2013, was an 

early member of the Environmental Commission, and was 

often called “Mr. Earth Day” as he organized the Township’s earliest Earth Day celebration in 1991 and 

many more in the following years.  He initiated and inspired many of the Commission’s activities that 

continue today, and was an avid supporter of environmental causes throughout the Region.   

Clean Up Day  

The Environmental Commission has organized an Annual Community-Wide Clean Up Day in October; the 

2014 event was planned for October 11.  In addition to usual plans for volunteer teams to remove trash 

and debris from public spaces throughout the Township, plans were also made to focus with specific 

groups on cleaning and clearing trails and sprucing up other locations in Washington Lake Park.  The 

Clean Up Day event was, unfortunately, canceled because of inclement weather.    

Sustainable Jersey  

In 2014, the Environmental Commission continued to explore requirements for certification as a 

Sustainable Jersey community.  Sustainable Jersey is a collaboration of the New Jersey League of 

Municipalities, the College of New Jersey, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and 

the Board of Public Utilities.  Sustainable Jersey recognizes municipalities that want to go green, save 

money and take steps to sustain their quality of life over the long term.  The program focus is to reduce 

waste generation, reduce greenhouse gas emissions and improve environmental equity in our 

communities.  

Acknowledgments 

The Washington Township Environmental Commission appreciates the outstanding and ready support it has 

received from Mayor Barbara Wallace, managers and staff of the Township, and Township Council Members, 

especially Council President Michelle Martin (who served as Council Liaison to the Commission in 2014).  

Photo credits:  Vicky Binetti, Shelly Boyer and Leon Lakritz 

Attachments 

 Nature Trails:  Washington Lake Park (trail guide) 

 Washington Township Earth Day Celebration 2014 (brochure) 

 Paul Greger:  Avid Environmentalist  (memorial dedication program) 


