Township of Washington
Gloucester County

Council Meeting Minutes
March 30, 2016
7:00 P.M.

Council President Sean Longfellow called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M. in the Council Room located at 523 Egg Harbor Road, Sewell, New Jersey.  Mr. Longfellow delivered the Sunshine notice and the safety awareness notices.  The flag salute followed.   
Township Clerk Jill McCrea took a roll call vote.   Councilmembers Newman, Fazzio, Martin, Donato, and Longfellow were present. Mayor Barbara Wallace and Township Attorney Joe Alacqua were also present.  

Presentations:  

· Mayor Wallace and Councilman Scott Newman recognized retired Fire Chief John Hoffman for his service.  Members of the Washington Township Fire Department joined Mr. Hoffman as the Mayor presented a proclamation.  

· Washington Township Environmental Commission Chairman Leon Lakritz provided details of the Commission’s Earth and Arbor Day events. 
Approval of Bill List:


Ms. Donato motioned to approve the March 30, 2016 bill list.  Mr. Fazzio seconded the motion. All bills were unanimously approved, with the exception of Mr. Fazzio on Fazzio bills and Mrs. Martin on Capehart & Schatchard bills.  

Approval of minutes:


Ms. Donato moved the March 9, 2016 minutes.  Mr. Fazzio seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 4 yes votes.  Mrs. Martin abstained.

ORDINANCES:
6 – 2016: ORDINANCE PROHIBITING HIRING OF FAMILY MEMBERS OF ELECTED OFFICIALS AND PROHIBITING TOWNSHIP EMPLOYEES FROM WORKING UNDER THE DIRECT SUPERVISION FOR FAMILY MEMBERS; AMENDED 2-24-16
Ms. Donato moved Ordinance 6 – 2016. Mrs. Martin seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved.
RESOLUTIONS:

R50:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH ECONSULT SOLUTIONS, INC. TO SERVE AS AN

EXPERT WITNESS
Mr. Fazzio asked why an expert was needed.  Mr. Alacqua explained why the expert consultant was necessary in this case.  Mr. Fazzio was concerned by the about the $500 an hour. Mr. Alacqua explained the cost is shared with the other municipalities that EConsult represents. Mr. Longfellow agreed the consortium was important for cutting costs. 

Ms. Donato moved Resolution 50 – 2016.  Mr. Fazzio seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved.
R51:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR THE DISPOSAL OF RECYCLABLE MATERIALS 
R52:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TOWNSHIP TO SOLICIT BIDS FOR SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLABLE MATERIALS COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL SERVICE FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF WASHINGTON 

Ms. Donato moved Resolutions 51 & 52 – 2016.  Mr. Newman seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved.
R53:  RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE 2014 ROAD PROGRAM PHASE 2 
R54:  RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR NOBB HILL IMPROVEMENTS 
Mr. Newman moved Resolutions 53 & 524 – 2016.  Ms. Donato seconded the motion, which was approved with four (4) yes votes.  Mr. Fazzio recused himself from the vote. 
R55:  RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A GREEN TEAM ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Mrs. Martin moved Resolution 55 – 2016.  Ms. Donato seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved.
R56:  RESOLUTION ADOPTING AN AMENDED RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE INVENTORY (ROSI) FOR

SUBMISSION TO NEW JERSEY GREEN ACRES PURSUANT TO N.J.A.C. 7:36 
Mr. Newman moved Resolution 55 – 2016.  Mrs. Martin seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved.
APPROVAL: 

All members of council voted in favor to approve the Large Gathering Permit for Republic Bank being held on

April 9, 2016.
OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS: 
· Ms. Donato referenced a letter the Councilmembers received from a resident regarding the banning of puppy mills.  It was agreed that the clerk would research other local ordinances and the issue would be considered when they had more information.  

· Mr. Longfellow asked Mr. Newman about zoning issues that need to be addressed.  Mr. Newman discussed trash, snow, and boat issues and how/if they are enforced.  He added that he and Mr. Fazzio had been meeting with department heads and the solicitor in order to update the Township Code.

REPORTS:
· Mr. Newman reported Washington Lake Park is in great shape.  

· Mr. Fazzio reported that the participants of the 50 Book Challenge will be recognized at the April 13, 2016 meeting.

· Mr. Longfellow reported that the water tower on Egg Harbor Road was being painted.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

Mr. Fazzio motioned to open the meeting for public participation.  Ms. Donato seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved.  Leon Lakritz, 214 Hurffville Road, provided additional information about Earth Day and Arbor Day. Joe Rafferty, 918 Cornwall Terrace, introduced himself as a Libertarian Candidate for Township Council.  He asked why independent candidates need more signatures for their petitions. Mr. Alacqua suggested he call the county clerk.  Township Engineer Annina Hogan informed the Council that Densten Road was included in the 2014 Road Program.  Ms. Donato motioned to close the public portion.  Mr. Newman seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved.  

57:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL TO ENTER INTO CLOSED SESSION 

Ms. Donato moved Resolutions 57 – 2016.  Mr. Fazzio seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved.  The Council left the dais at 7:58 P.M. for the closed session and returned at 8:08 P.M. Mr. Newman motioned to reopen the meeting. The motion was seconded by Ms. Donato, which was unanimously approved.

Mr. Newman motioned to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Donato, which was unanimously approved.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:09 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,
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Jill S. McCrea
Washington Township Council
March 30, 2016

